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Jo LR 175 5 ways reckowd among the Works | 
7 Fe F of Charity: But it may be Jue- 
P A ſlion d, Whether it be not ra. 


CIP Ther a Work of Neceſſity ? For 
every Dead will have a Burial from the 


Living, either by good, or ill. Will ; and 


Works of fuch Abſolute Neceſſity can hardly 
be numtbred among the Works of Charity, 
which proceed not from Force, but from 
Love, 


And if the Burial of the Dead may in 


any Senſe be eſteem d an Act of Charity; 


the next Enquiry is, Whether it be Charity 
to the Dead, or to the Living? And the 
Que ſtion will ſoon be decided, Not to the 
Dead, but to the Living ; for the Dead 
have no Senſe 755 nor Benefit (a) from, the 
Place where they lay, or from the Manner 
how they were 2 hpoſited. 2 the enk 5 


(a) Auguſt. Civitat. Dei, Lib. I, cap, 12. 


A2 it 


. 


4 The InTrRopucTION. 


if there be any in the Place, or Manner of 

urial, muſt be to the Living ; either by 
the external Pomp, to allay (b) their Grief, 
or chiefly, by a decent Inhumation, to pre. 
vent thoſe Miſchievous Conſequences, which 
the Neglect would otherwiſe produce; and 
there 4% N ations, 12 . the innate Law of 
Nature, have ever 'been careful to bury the 
Dead in Decent Places, and ina. Decent 
=: FIC LL: 
Some few Nations, indeed, have diſcoverd 
great Inhumanity, by. neglecting their Dead; 
or caſting them into the Sea, or Rivers, to 
be devourd by Fiſhes : And Others, © more 
brutiſh, have exposd their Dead to be de- 
vour d by wild Beaſts; as St. Hierom (c) 
tells us But all the Civiliz d Part of the 
World haue ſbeum their Reſpect and Love 
10 their Deceaſed Friends and Relations, 
by Handſome Funerals, And many Nations 
were ſuperſtitiouſly curious in the Funeral- 
Rites; for, the Heathens, in general, call'd 
Interrment (d) a Divine Inſtitution, and (e) 
a Law of the Immortal Gods: And the Ro- 
mans (f) had 4 Peculiar Deity preſiding 
over thoſe Rites. And as they ſbeu d their 
Love to the Departed, by thoſe Ceremonies, 
fo they alſo ſhew'd their Charity and Care 


(b) Statius Thebaid. Lib. 6. 

(e) Hieronym. contra Fovinian. Cap. 36. 

(d) — — * 
(e) Euripid. in Supplic. 

(f) Plutarch. Vit. Numa. 


for 


e 


The -InTrRobucT1ON. ; 5 


or themſebues and others Living, by fuch 


Means of Burial as might prevent all Mif- 
ep... | TIS, 


The Manners of Men, in this Particular, 
have been as various, as Nations and Cir- 


cumſtances haue been different ; the - moſt 
common Method of Burial has been by In- 


- hamation, or by Burning. And. gee? -— | 
| People, by Pompous Funerals, a 


Burnings, might have ſeveral Ends, either 
to ſhew their Reſpect for the Deceaſed, or 


to perpetuate their Memories to future Apes 


by Lofty Pyramids and Rich Monuments, 


or by Coſtly. Embalmings, to preſerve their 


Boajes ; or by more Coſtly Incremations, to 
collect their Duſt into Urns, and tranſmit 


their Relicques to Poſterity : Tet, I doubt 


not, but by both Burning and Burying, they 
had Regard to the Health and Welfare of 
the Living, and endeavour'd to prevent that 


Fatality, which they might otherwiſe have 


been expos'd to. 
. And further, I think, I may venture to 


ſay, that all Nations in the World have 
moſt religiouſly preſerud the Sanctuary, the 


Place of Divine Worſhip, from the Pollu- 
tions of the Dead; None would allow a 


Dead Body to be brought, or to continue 


there, much leſs make the Temples of their 


Gods, Burial- Places for the Dead. No, 
that's the Folly and Madneſs of the Chri- 
ſtians only; who, through a falſe Conceit of 


Charity to the Dead, huve forgot the Ve- 


nerg- 


Coftly 


6 Aker An btb 


weration due to God's Houſe ;- have forgot 
the Charity due to the Li and haue 
made their Churches C. harnel- ouſes and Re- 
ceptacles of the Dead. 

But whether the Burying bk the Dead in 
Churches aud Church- Yards,” be. an AF. 'of 
Charity, 4s 27 pretended, and not * an 
Act of Profanity, Indecency, and of moſt 
Pernicious Conſequences to 'the Living, ec 
be the Subjelk of 6410 Praſent Fuquery. 

9 


WW Aud in Order fo this, 7 will demonſtrate; 
TOE, BEE. | 8 

* IRS 7, — 10 Nation, or People, ever 

BHuried in Towns, much le in Tem ples,- 
22 Places dedicated 4 Divine 8 er vice. 


7 E CONDLY, Tl trace the: Original - 

- * this Fractice, „ and pro ve, that it Was. 
begun thro? Pride, improud by Super- 
ikion, and encourag d for Lucre. 


Tu IRDLY, PU prove the Trulecency, in 
Reſpett ta God, and the Inconvenieney 
of this Cuſtom, in Reſpect to Men, from 
22 Merie nc“ and natural Renfons. 
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Undefiled, c. 
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© Of he Burial-Places of the Antient: 


NE 


”- 
- 


"EA 


Bodies of the Dead in a Grave, 
is the moſt Antient Way of Bu- 
rial, is without all Doubt. The 
g JPrians, and People of Afi, 
have us'd it from the firſt Bes 


ginnings of Time. 


What « E duſtom prevail'd before the Deluge we know 
nothing of; the Scriptures are ſilent : I hoſe Sacred 
Writings ſpeak of the Death of the Antediluvian Fa» 
thers, Pur not a Word of their Burial. What Light 
we have therefore from the Holy Scriptures, relates 
only to the Patriarchs, and later Nations; and the moſt 
prevailing Cuſtom with them was Jnhumation. | 


N HAT Interrment, or cloſing the 


— 
> 
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In ſucceeding Ages, an other Faſhion aroſe | 
ſome People, of burning the Bodies of the Dead, 
| Whether this Cuſtom was owing to Fear, leſt their 

Enemies might offer Injury to the Dead when inrerr'dg 


b digging it u in; or, whether it was 

Ke the Bodies of rinces, or Perſons of prime Dig- 
nity, fancying, that their (4) Souls were carried up 
in thoſe Flames to conſort among the Gods: Or, 
whether other Perſons of inferior Rank thought to 
get to Heaven that be 6 is a Matter uncertain : But 
It is certain, that the Greeks us'd Burning very anti- 
ently, as early as the Times of the Trojan War; as 
appears by Homer's (b) Deſcription of the Funeral of 
Patroclus. Not but the Grecians us d Interrment like- 
wiſe; for their Antient Hiſtorians give Account of the 
Way of placing the Body in the Grave; for, Plutarch 
( c) ſays, that in ſome Places they were laid with the 


Face towards the Eaſt, and at (d) other Places to the 


contrary, namely, towards the Weſt. Nay, the come 
mon People, who could not be at the Charge of a 
Funeral-Pile, and the Coſtly Sacrificial Rites, which 
attended that Way of Funeration by Burni 
were buried by Way of Interrment. An 
informs us, that in ſuch early Times, as thoſe of Ce- 
crops, Interrment was * made Uſeſ of by the 
Grecians. | | 


Lab..5. e. 1. 
(4) ZEL Var. Hit. Lib. 7. 
(e) Cic. de Leg. Lib. 2. 
(F) Plin. Nat. Hiſt. Lib. 7. v. 54. 


« merly 


Char. I, of. the Antient. 9 


& merly interr d; but aſter being $i 4; in W 1 Wars 7 
ce they found that the Dead e were up again, they 2 
ec brought 1 in this Cuſtom; 0 tho wan Families con- 71 
« tinued the Antient Way of Burial : For, in the f 

« Cornglian Family, Ya. che Dictator is {aid to be the 
« firſt Perfon burned, and he was willing to be fo” 
«& buried, fearing that he ſhould be ſerv'd' as he had 
4 ſery d Cains Marins bis Enemy before, whoſe Body, 
« he caus'd to be dug up, and throwh Into the Ri- 
« yer . Aniene ”. But Whether” they buried by Incre-' 4 
mation or Inhumation, , gone ever made Choice, of the” #1 
place of Diyine. Worſkip, either to bury, or depoſite #3 
the Aſhes.” None, I hy, neither r J „ not Gentiles, 9 
nor Chriſtians neither, T ſome Hut mM Vears after | 3M 
Chriſtianity began; none ever preſum d to make Gods fe 
Temple the Carnicle of dead 5 8 & 12 further Ke 
ey In the e of. 8 e | 3 


— 


T* 2 * | = i oy : by | | 

of the Hanel Ae, 2 acts 1 

2 N N 10 142540 | 
* WEEN Fats: Warts of gal Was not red __— 


to any ſatdd, Place, but 33 occaſi- 1 

N onally, as God was pleaſed to appear, ſorne- F 
times in olle Place, and ſometimes at ano- 3 

ti! to mike himſelf known to the Antient Fathers: : A 

Thoſe Places where God appear d were eſteem'd holy, 

and more venerable than others, as conſecrated by the 

Divine Shechinah ; there they erected Altars, hae - iy 

they worſhipp'd God; but we do not find that they — 

prefum'd to bury the Dead there. God appear'd to 10 

Abraham after he was departed from Hau, ar ſeveral "4 

Times, and in ſeveral Places, as in the Plain of Mo- | ” 0 

rab, Gen. xii. 6. in the Plains of Hamre, Chap. XVIII. 1. 

in the Land of Aforiah, Chap. xxii- 12. But in none 

of theſe did he look for a Grave for his beloved Sa 

N B Fab 


* 7 
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ral, but purchaſed the Field of Ephron which was in 
Machphela” before Mamre, that is in Hebron in the 
Land of Canaan; and there he buried her in a Cave, 
Gen, Xxiii. 17, 19. And Abraham himfelf was after- 
wards buried there, Chap. xxv. 9. And in that fame 
Grave, remote from any Town, or Number of People, 
and diſtant from any Holy Place of Divine Worſhip, 
Li | Iſaac and Facob, Rebecca and Leah were alſo buried, 
1 Gen. xlix. 30, 3 1. And tho' Beth-el was undoubtedly 
| the _ noted 5 8 A ee by the re- 
ted Appearances of God; God having, as it were, 
ook his Abd than, Ante if os bye Wey of E. 
minence, call'd God's Houſe by ae Vet I cannot 
learn that that Patriarch ever deſtred to be buried 
there; but on the contrary, ; that he carneſtly pray'd, 
that he might be carried to Carman, and be buried in 
the Grave of his Anceſtors, Chap. xlix. 29. 
When Joſeph found himſelf dying, he bound his 
| Brethren with an Oath, not to bury him in Eg yp ; 
but having by a prophetick Spirit aſſured them, that 
God would deliver them, and ſettle them in Canaan, 
they embalm'd him, and kept his Body till the Chil- 
dren of 1frael came into Canaan, and then buried him 
in Schechem, in a Parcel of Ground which Jacob 
bought -of the Sons of Hamor the Father of Schechem, | 
of- xxiv. 32. And St. Hierom (a) ſays, that his 
onument was remaining even to his Time. How 
this Body was kept, and where, by the Fews in their 
ilgrimage in the Wilderneſs, we ſhall ſce preſently. 


” 
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Car. I. of the Jews in the Wilderneſs. 11 
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b of the ISRAELITES 2 the Wilderneſs. 


Me Come now to the Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs. 
N When God, by the Hand of Moſes, had 
brought out the IHaelites from Egypt, and 
had adopted them for) his peculiar People, he 
ſoon ſettled a Government among them, inſtituted a 
Worſhip, built himſelf a Church, ordain'd Ceremonies, 
appointed Laws, and ſanctatied them by Penalties. Now 
here was a Church, a Tabernacle, a travelling Temple, 
remov'd to ſeveral Places, and had ſeveral Stations. 
There is do doubt but the .Ground where-ever this 
_ Tabernacle ſtood was conſecrated by Prayer before it 
was ſet down; the Form of which Conſecration-Prayer 
Hoſes gives us, Numbers x. 35. When the Arkh ſet for- 
24rd, Moſes ſaid, Riſe up, Lord, and let thine Enemies 
be ſcattered; and let them that hate thee flee before thee. 
And when it reſted he ſaid, Return, O Lord, unto the 
any T houſands of Iſrael. Ver. 36. Now I am apt 
to believe, there was not a Few of all the Tribes that 
ever thought of a Burial-Place at, or near the Sanctu- 
| ary, nor the Court-Yard about it. | 
And this will appear beyond Contradiction, from 
the Charge God gave to Hrael at that Time. 
When the Tabernacle was finiſh'd, God conſidering 
the Uncleanneſs of thoſe that wrought in the rearing 
of it, and of all 77ae! amor g whom it ſtood, and of 
the Sons of Aaron that were to miniſter in it; he 
commanded, that an Offering ſhould be made for an 
[Attonement for the Holy Place, becauſe of the Uncleanneſs 
f the Children of Iſrael. Lev. xvi. 16. And God ap- 
pointed, that there ſhould be yearly a great Expiation, 
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12 Of the Burial- Places Cp. I. 
an Attonement for the Holy Sanctuary, for the Tabernacle 
ef the Congregation, for 5 Altar, for the Prieſts, and 
for all the People. Ver. 33, 34. And then added this 
Charge, Ze ſhall reverence my Sanctuary. Lev. xix. 30. 
And that the Sanctuary might be reverenc'd indeed, 


God enjoin d, that thoſe that were under any kind of 


Pollution ſhould be expell'd from it. 


Firſt, Thoſe that were unclean by Iſſue of BLOOD. 


The XVth Chapter of Leviticus tells us, that not 
only the Perſons themſelves, whether Man or Woman 
that had the Iſſue of Blood were unclean, and forbid 
to come into the Congregation ;- but even thoſe Per- 
ſons alſo whem they had but touched, or ſpit upon, 
were polluted by them; even their Garments, their 


Saddles, and Pots were unclean, and muſt be purified : 


| Nay, even thoſe Perſons after they. were cleanſed from 
their Iſſue, were not admitted to appear before the 8th 
Day, and then not until an Offering had been made 
for an Atonement before the Lord. Ver. 15, 


tent of Time for Conjugal Pollution, Chap. xv. 1: 


= 
18. and of greater, for the Purification of Child. Bito. 


Ley. xii. 
Thirdiy, Thofe that were unclean by LEPROSY. 


The Law concerning LEPERS was very ſtrict, 
Lev. xiii. 45. For the Leper in 2hom the Plague is, his 
Clothes ſhall be rent, and his Head bare, and he ſhall put 
a Covering upon bis upper Lip, and ſhall cry, unclean, un- 
clean; Ver. 46. He .* vell alone, without the Camp 
ſhall his Habitarion be. Their Garments were to be 
burned, and even the Houſes, whole or in Part, were 
to be erazed, and the very Stones to be caſt out of the 
City in an unclean Place. Lev. xiv. 40, 377 


Fourthly, 


Per The ſame Law, tho⸗ not of the Game Ex- | 


Cay. I. of the Jews in the Wilderneſs, 1; 


_ ** Fourthly, Thoſe" that were unclean by Reaſon of the 


Ir 1 


In the Fifth Chapte 


__ they defile' not their Camps in the midſt whereof. I 

dwell. Ver. 2, 2. A Nazarite, whether Man or Woman, | | 

all the Days of 5 Separation ſhall not come nigh to a dead 4 

Body, he ſhall not make himſelf unclean for his Father or 3M 
for his Mother - » - hen they die, becauſe the Conſecra- [23 
tion of his God is upon his Head. Ver. 2. 7. of Chap. vi. 

And if any Man die ſuddenly by him, and he bath de- 

filed the Head of his Conſecration, Ver. 9. by touching of 

the Dead, he ſhall have his Head ſhaved ; and on the 

eighth Day he ſhall bring an Offering to make Attonement 

12 . by "her Dina Ver. 10, II. | 

| Whoever was defiled by a dead Body was not ad- . 
mitted to eat the Paſſover, Sever Days as he unclean, „ 
Numb. xix. 11. And if he did not puriſie himſelf on JH 
the third Daf he was not clean on the ſeventh, and who-  B 
ſoever touched the Body of a dead Man and purified not F 
hinſelf, he defiled the Tabernacle of the Lord, and that 
Soul was to be be cut off from Iſrael. Ver. 13. This is 
the L AW, when a Man dies in a Tent, all that come 
into the Tent, and all that is in the Tent, ſhall be un- 
clean ſeven Days; and whoever touches one that is ſlain 
with 4 Sword in the open Field, or a dead Body, or a 
Bone of 4 Mau, or a Grave, ſhall be unclean ſeven Days. | 
Ver. 14, 16. = 


Of the PRIESTS. 


AN D for the Prieſis the Sons of Aaron, there ſhall 
X none of them be defiled for the Dead among his Peo- 
ple, except the neareſt of Kin, as Father, Mother, Son, 
Daughrer, Brother and Siſter that is a Virgin. Lev. xxi. 1. 
but for none elſe, no, not a Prince. al 


Bur 


— — — — ns * 
* 


And hence we ſee what Difficulties they were put to, 


of theſe ſtrict Injunctions. 


ſhall fee in another Place; depend upon it, it was 
more than meer Ceremony; there was ſome great End 
in it, for his own Honour, and ſome good End in it | 
for the Preſervation of the Health and Lives of his 


ceſſor, who died in Canaan when the Tabernacle ws 


pas given him in Mount Ephraim. Foſh. iv. 3 3. And 
even Joſbua the Prince and Ruler of the People ws 
buried in the Border of his Inheritance in Timnath Serv 
which is in Mount Ephraim. Ver. 30. 


is Dy the Burial-Places Chr. I. 
But the 1 upon hoſe Head the Anointing 
Oil twas ported, he ſhall not go in to any dead Body, nor 
defile himſelf for his Father or Mother, that he may not 
profane the Sanctuary of his God. Ver. 10, 11, 12. 
Thus ftood the Cafe with the Fews, they, might 
not touch a dead Body, and come 1n the Sanctuary : 


by the Body of Fofeph for forty Years, which muſt 
have been kept ar a Diſtance from the Camp, becauſe 


What God defign'd by theſe fred Precepts, we 


People: Bur of this hereafter. oy 
However we find, how clean, how pure, how un- 
Ituted, God would have his People, his Houſe, his 


— that Place, where his Honour dwelt; and 
accordingly we find that when Aaron dyed on Mount 
Hor, that he was not buried in the High Chancel or 
Holy of Holies near the Altar, but elſewhere; and 
probably on the ſame Mount where he died: For it 


is faid, Deut. x. 6. that the Children of Ifrael came 
to Moſera there Aaron died, amd there he as buried. 
And Eleazar the High-Prieſt, Aaron's Son and Suc- 


ſet up in Shiloh, and they had obtained Reſt, was bu. 
ried in a Hill that pertained to Phinehas his Som Aach 


By 
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Come now to look upon the Fews, 35 a 

T ſettled Nation fix'd in Cauaam, and to en- 
daduire after the Places of Burial among them 
- And here I preſume, we conclude for the whole 


Nation from the Practice of the chief City Fernſalem ;; 


tho Cunaus (a) is of Opinion, that it was not forbid in 
other Towns, to bury the Dead within the Towns, 
ſo they could obtain the Conſent of Sen of the chief 


Men; but if a Corpſe was once carried out of the 


City, it might in no wiſe be brought back again to 


be buried there, though all the Inhabitants ſhould de- 


fire it. ali w 
However that be, for the City of Jeruſalem, the 
Fews never us'd to bury there, all the Burial-Places 
were without the City, without the Gates and Sub- 
urbs of the City; they call'd Ferz/alem' the Holy 


City, and look d upon it as facred, becauſe of the 


Holy Temple, and the Divine Preſence there: And 
God having made it his pecultar Dwelling-Place, they 
would in no wiſe allow it to be polluted by any Dead, 
and that by Virtue of the Divine Command, which 


| was of the fame Force in Cava as it had been in the 


Wilderneſs. 

And indeed it is a Maxim, not with the Fews on- 
ly, but with all Nations in the World (6) that Holy 
Places are polluted by dead Carcaſſes or dead Men's 
Bones. Hence we find, when Fo/ias would prophane 


(a) Cunzus Rep, Hebr. Lib. 1. cap. 7. 
(5) Joſephus Antiq. Lib. 18. cap. 3. 


the 


16 Of the Burial. Places Char I. 
the Altars conſecrated to Idols, he burned dead Men's 


Bones upon them, which he took out of the Sepul- 


chres that were upon the Mount. 2 Kings xxiii. 16. 


And when God threatned to puniſh J#ael, by Ezekiel; 
he tells them, that their Altars ſhall be deſolate. = - - - 
rael before their Idols, and I will ſcatter your Bones round 


about your Altars. Chap. vi. 5. And therefore the 
ews were mightily concerned about Pollution by the 
cad, and were ſo very ſtrict in this Particular, that 


they would not fuffer a dead Body to lye in Fernſa- 
lem, no, not for one Night; neither would oy - 
mit ſo much as dead Men's Bories to be carried thto* 


the City. (4) And as the Fews by the Divine Law 


had Ablurions, Waſhings, and Purifications, for Defile- 
ments by the Dead, which is called Bamnows An ve 
Tir Eccleſ. xxxiv. 25. a waſhing from: the Hollution 


contracted by the Touch of a dead Body. 80 the 


Gentiles alſo from them, had the Rite of Purification 
for Defilements contracted by the Dead; for the Fla- 
mens or Funera Mater diſmiſſing the People from a 
Funeral, ſprinkled them with Water to purge them of 
the Pollution receiv'd by the Sight of the Funeral ; as 
Nardins (b) tells us. And whienever they entred into 
a Temple they were firſt ſprinkled with Holy Water, 


the ce , ſo often mention'd by Heathen Writers, 


{ft they ſhould appear polluted before the Gods. (c) 4 
Exceptions of the Kings of FUD A- : 5 


[LT Owever, altho' there were no Graves in Fernſas 
1 I em, it muſt be acknowledg'd, that there was an 
Exception, in Regard to the Kings of Judah; for they 


(a) Cunæus 92 2 Heber. Lib 5... | 

Lightfoot Hor, Hebr. Cent. Chorogr. Cap. 21. p. 44. 
(b) Nardius of the Funeral-Rites of the Athenians, : 
(e) Vide Natal, Comit. Lib. 1. cap. 14. pag. 48. 


were 


e 


) 


Chap. I. of the Jews in Canaan. . 17 1 
were buried even within the Walls of the City, T | 
Mount Zion, which is call'd the City of David, where 75 


that Prince built the Royal Palace, and the Burying- 
Place for the Royal Family. 8 

_ Thus Place no doubt was very ſumptuous, according 
to the Wealth and Digniry of that Prince: And it 
appears from Als ii. 29. that that Sepulchre or Mo- | 40 
nument was remaining, even in the Days of the A- Mi 
poſtles. Joſephus (a) ſays, That Solomom hid immenſe = # 
Treaſures 1n this Monument ; how great may, partly 
be computed from that vaſt Wealth Hirranus took a». 4 
way from it when he was beſieged by Anutiachus Pius, al- - nM 
ter it had been erected Thirteen Hundred Years; namely, | 13 
Three Thouſand Talents: And he leſt very conſide- | 
rable, which was, not long after, taken away by Herad. | 4 

In this Place ſeveral of the Teniſb Kings were in» | | 10 
terr d; but norwithitanding this Burial- Ground. was 5 
within the Walls of the City, upon ftrict Examina- 0 
tion it will appear, that even thoſe Kings were buried in - - i 
an open Field; for ſo it is ſaid, 2 Chron. xxvi. 23. So, E: 

_ Uzziah ſlept with his Fathers, and they buried him with , | 
his Fathers in the Field of the Burial hich belonged I: = 1 
the Kings ; for they ſaid, He is a Leper So this Prince | 
was not interr'd in the fame Grave, though in the ſame ; 


E Fields 5:4 8 - 4 

This Mount Sion was 4 [ew Heighth above the | 1 
other Parts of the City; and thence called (6) 5 2 @ 1-5 
56 ( b) the Higher City. Johannes Heydenus (c). 3 


(b) Joſephus Antig. Lib. 7. cap. 12. A Talent of Silver 
among the Hebrews du 375 1. f Engliſh Money; but a 
Talent of Gold was Tavelte Times as much, 4500 l. God 
win, Moſes, Sc. Lib. 6. cap. 10: pag. 296. So the Three 
Thouſand Talents of Silver. amounted to, Ore. Million, One 


: * 
Hundred and Tuoenty five Thouſand Pounds; ard if Gold, | 
to Thirteen Millions, Five Hundred Thouſand Pounds. See '* 


Cunæus Reſp, Hebr. Lib. 2. cap. 23. a 

(b) Spanheim Geograth. Sacra, pag. 53. Lightfoot Cen-. 
Chorogr, Cap. 22. 3 

(c) Bunding Itinerar. Sacr. Script. 


C | lays, 


18 Of the Burial-Places Cuav. 1. 
ſays, That it was Seven Hundred Eighty Foot high, 


and wy ſteep, acceſſible bur on one Side only, at the 
Dale of Tyropear, where a Way was made to it with 
Steps cut out in the Rock ; and this Way was encloſed 


by a very we Gate, called the Gate of Sion: And on 


the Top, the Surface of this Mount within the Walls 


was of an Extent of more than half a German Mile, 


which is full Two Engliſh Miles. 
This Mount is now without the Walls of the pre- 


ſent Jermſalem: And (a) Paulus Oroſrms, and other 
Fiſtorians tell us, That in the Reign of Aarian the 


Emperor this Mount Sion was fadly broke by a vio- 
lent Earthquake, and David's Sepulchre totally demo- 
hſh'd ; though the Turi, the preſent Poſſeſſors, pre- 
tend ro ſhew exactly both the Palace and the Grave. 
Bur, excepting the Kings of Judah, the Scriptures 
tell us only of Fehoida the High-Prieſt, who, for the 
reat Good he had done to the Kingdom, was buried 


in the Sepulchre of the Kings, 2 Chron. xxiv. 16. -- 


But theſe few make no Rule, the Fews buried with- 
our the City; for we find, the Sepulchre of Joſeph 
of Arimathea, wherein our bleſſed Saviour lay, was out 
of the City, though not very diſtant : And Lazarss 


his Grave, mention d by St. ohn, was not in Bethany - 


(5) There he dwelt indeed in that Village, diſtant 


from Peruſaem about fifteen Furlongs, which is two | 
_ Evgliſh Miles. But it appears, Yer. 38. that he was 


buried without the Village in a Cave: And we find, 
that the Inhabitants of Nam carried the dead Man 
(whom Chriſt raiſed from the dead) out of the City 


to be interr d, Zke vii. 12. which City of Naim (c) 


was Northward from Jeruſalem Twelve German, or 


more than Thirty ſix Ezpliſh Miles. And laſtly, thoſe 
Dead which were . and by the Vertue of the 


(a) Bunting Itiner. S. Script. pag. 43. 
(b) John Chap. 11. Ver. 18. compare with Ver. 31. 
(c) Bunding Itiner. N. T. pag, 29, EL 


Reſur- 


Char. I. of the Jews in Canaan. 19 
Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, came out of the Graves, 
and went into the holy City. Marth. xxvii. 53. 

« Nay, the Levites had not ſo much Privilege al- 
cc low'd them, they might not bury in the Country 
C. about the Cities where they dwelt, but were oblig'd 
cc to carry their Dead away to the Limits of their 
& own Portion, and Cities alotted them in every Tribe; 
cc and by Divine Command, they had Burial-Places 
« given them about the Suburbs of their Cities in e- 
« very Tribe. (a) „ 

In a Word, there were but two Burial-Places in the 


City (H) of FJeruſalem, that of David for the Royal 


Family, and that of Olda, or Hulda the Propheteſs, 
which the Fews ſay, was built by the Antient Pro- 
phets. And (c) Foſephus Ben Gorion ſpeaking of A. 
lexandra flying from her Enemies, ſays, She hid her- 
ſelf in a Grave out of the City, where they were 
vont to bury the Dead. And Rabbi Benjamin, a later 
Writer (4) ſays, That Aue 1170, he ſaw three Bu- 
rial- Places, even then remaining, which were the an- 
tient Graves of the Jews. | 


(2) Cunæus Rep. Hebr. Lib. 1. cap. ). 

) Cunæus Ibid 

(e) Joſeph Ben Gorion, Lib. 5. cap. 16. 
(4) Rab. Benj. Iter. pag. 44. 
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Of the Burial-Places of the K ings' of Iſrael. 


FI ER the Jens were divided into two 
Kingdoms, that of F#4ah, and that of 7: 
rael; the Kingdom of 1/7ae! could not be 
) EYE; call'd truly Fewiſh, having forſaken God 
1 and the Law, and the Religion of their 
Fathers: They ador'd Idols, and made to themſelves 
new Gods; neither were they Gentiles, becauſe of Fen- 
iſ%h Original, and tenacious of ſome, nay, of many of 
the Fexiſh Ceremonies and Traditions; ſo that they 


may be look'd upon as neither Fes,' nor Gentiles, but 


a Compoſition made up of Judeiſin and Gentiliſm : 
But our Byſinefs with them is, to conſider where they 
buried their Dead; and herein, no doubt, they fol- 


lowe'd the Cuſtom of their Forefathers, and other Gen- 


rile Nations, who all buried away from Cities and Com- 
munities, though in Imitation of the Kings of Juda, 
their Kings alſo were buried in Samaria; Fol the Scri 
ture tells us, (4) That Omri the fifth King of 17ael, 
about Ammo 3020, according to Perkins, (b) built this 
noble City of Samaria, about Twenty four Empliſb 
Miles, or more, diſtant from FJeruſalem; and accord- 
ing to Joſephus, about Three Miles in Circumference. 
This City became the Capital of the Kingdom of I 
rael, and Omri himſelf was buried there. Yer. 28. And 
although we have not a particular Account of the 
Royal Burial-Place there; yer we find, that ſeveral of 
che Kings of Iſrael were buried there, 2 Kings xiv. 16, 
And (c) St. Hierom ſays, That the Prophets Ehſha and 
Obadiah, and Fohn the Baptiſt were buried here. 


(a) 1 Kings xvi. 24. | 
() Perkins Harmony. OR 
{c) Hieronym. in Epitaphio Paula, 


Of 
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of the Burial- Places of the: Gay TILES. 


| MR UR next « Fnquiry: is, concerning ht Gen- 
tiles; and, the Manners, and Funeral Rites 
©=3& among them are as various as, the ſeveral Na- 
Rn ODOR tions. (a) St, Hierome gives us a long Ac- 
count of the different Cuſtoms-: And Pliny (b) alſo, 
but theſe are nothing to our Purpoſe ; fer it is not 
e Manner how, but the Place. where they buried, 
HY is the Subject of our Enquiry : And here we 
obſerve, that no Nation mentioned by either of 
theſe Authors, ever buried their Dead in Cities, Towns; 
or. inhabited. Places, much leſs in, or near any Conſe- 
crated Fe 10 Places ſet as for Divine Wor- 
ay. 5 


. 
(a) 8 contra Tovinian. Cap. 38 


6) Plin. Nat. H: ”" Lib. 35. cap. 2. 


1 
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Of the ROMANS. 


MON the Romans, it was provided by 
Ai the Twelve Tables of their Law, That no 
Man, beſides rhe Empetor, and Veſtal Nuns, 
rc ſhould be buried within the City of Rome. 
"And Dio (a) fays, That it was a fitigular Favour 
ed to Jalius Ceſar, to be buried within the City. 


And Grero (5). fays, That the fame Favour was be- 
"towed on  Prblicola, Tibuntus, ind C. Fabritizes, and 


Lately, the Romum burnt the Bodies of the Dead; 
but in former Times, their Funeral were by. Inhuma- 
tion, as was proved before ( pag. 16. ) And the mot 
Antient did bury within their Cities, (d) and every 
one was allow 'd to bury in his own Houſe, or Gar- 
den, or Yard belonging to his Houſe : Whence the 
Antient took their Lares (e) or Houſhold-Gods, and 


paid their Devotions to them. But this Cuſtom being 


loathſome, and of moſt pernicious Conſequence, was 
foon forbid; and it was a ſtanding Law with the Ro- 


Mans, * | 
Tu Urbe ne ſepelito nere Urito. (F ) 


(a) Dio Caſh. Lib. 44. 

(b) Cic. de Leg. Lib. 2. A 

(c) Godwin Rom. Antiq. Lib, 2. Seft. 2. cap. 21. p. 79. 

(d) Godwin Ibis, | ' 

(e) Mortuos domi conditos venerabantur olim ut Deos quos de- 
inde Laras appellarunt. Arnobtus Lib. 5. Ex Varro. Pomey 
Pantheon, Myth. Lib. 5. pag, 232. 

(F) Cic. de Leg. Lib, 2. cap. 23. p. 23 1. initii. 


- 
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That they ſhould neither bury, nor burn dead Bodies 
in the City. And UVhiar the Lawyer fays, That in 
Aſter- Ages, the Emperor Adrianus, about Anno Chriſti, 
130, Enacted a Penalty of ſeveral Aurei, or Marks, 
for any that ſhould preſume to bury in the City; 
and the ſame Penalty on every Magiſtrate that ſhould 


conſent to it, or connive at it. 


The Romans generally buried near the High-Ways, 
in Fields near the Roads appropriated to that Pur- 


e, that the Paſſengers might ſee the Graves, and 
> reminded of their own M 


STA VIATO R. 


And thus was alſo practiſecd long before the Romans; 


for we find, that Rachel was buried in the Way (or 
near, or by the Way) to Ephrath, which is Bethle- 


hem, Gen. XXXV. 19. This Grave is five Miles from. 


feruſalem; and St. Hieroms ſays, That that Sepulchre 
Jo pd in his Time, 2 the W Fa 33 
Road going to Bethlehem. (b)) N 


— 


(a) Varro de Ling. Lat. Lib. 5. 
(5) St. Hieron. Ep. ad Euſtoch. c. 6. n. 86. 


6 ortality; as Yarro (a). 
tells us; thence the Inſcriptions on the Monuments, 


— 
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Of the GRECIANS. 


E@MULLY (a) tells us for the Athenians. I 


ce they pretended, That they were hindred, even by 
ce their Religion; and they have never allowed it to 
ce any Perſon whatever. | 

But tho* Tilly be ſo poſitive, yet other Authors, 
as Pauſanias, (b) Thucidides, (c) Arnobins (d) and o- 
thers, fay, That the Greeks did bury their moſt E- 
minent Men in the midſt of the City, even in the 
Forum ; but this was not common: For moſt of 
the Illuſtrious Men had their own Sepulchres near 
the Highways and publick Roads that lead to 'the 
City ; and private Families that had Vaults, and were 
not interr'd in publick Burial-Places, had them at a 
Diſtance from Cities and Towns in their own Land, 
and on the utmoſt Borders of it; as Nardins (e) 
tells us. „ 1 5 

And indeed, it was forbid to bury in Towns, 
by a moſt expreſs Law of Solon; as Plutarch wit- 


neſſeth. (F) And the ſame Plutarch ſays, That at 


Sicyon a City of Peloponeſſus the fame Law was in 


Force; That no one ſhould be buried in the City. 


(a) Cicero Lib. 4. Ep. 12. ad Famil. pag. 32. 
(b) Pauſanias in Attici "+ - 4 

(c) Thucydides Lib. 5. 

(d) Arnobius Lib. 6. adverſus Gentes. 

(e) Nardius of the Funeral-Rites of the Athenians. 
(f) Plutarch in Lacon. | | 


« proteſt, (ſays he) I could never obtain 
<« of the Athenians, that they would allow 
& of a Burying-Place within the City; and 


- 
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ade ² b tt od Eo ²— N aan. 


Car. IJ. the Grecians. „ 
And therefore (a) Aratus their Prince and Deliverer 
being dead, they doubting whether they might bury 


him in the City, ſent to Delphos to conſult the O- 


racle. 


or burnt at Delor; Apollo would not ſuffer any one 
to be born, or buried there, but the Women were o- 
bliged to go and be delivered of their Children at 
Rheneia ; as they were alſo obliged to bury their Dead 
there: This gave Occaſion for the Joke of Cleombro- 
tus Son of Pauſanias, who asked the Men of Delos, 
How is Delos your Country, when not one of you 


« is born or buried there. (6) Nay, Plato. was ſo 


far from ſuffering the Dead to be buried in Cities or 
Towns, that he would not allow them Interrment in 
fruitful Ground; that the Dead might not be an Hin- 
drance to the Living: Nay more, the Greciaus allow- 
ed no Man to go to Sepulchres, except when they 
attended Funerals. (c) Key oy Herd 


(4) Plutarch. Vita Arati. 1 1 
(6) Rheneia Infula ef exigua & deſerta - - - - = Ubi 
Monumenta ſunt Deliorum, nam Mortuum in Delo ſepeliri non 
eft fas neque Cremare. Strabo Lib. 10. pag. 486. | 
(e) Nardius of Funerals of the Athenians, 


 Strabo alſo fays, That no one was ever buried, 
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+ Of the PERSIANS.( 


HE Antient Perſiaus never buried in Ci- 
ties or Towns, but in open Fields, at 

UN BE ſome Diſtance from inhabited Places: 
And the Kings of Perſia (a) were wont 
EXC to be buried on the Top of a Hill, near 
1 15 to, and on the Eaſt Side of the Caſtle 
of Perſpolis, called the Royal Mount. And Fhave- 


not (b) aſſures us, That there is no Burying-Place in 


alan, but they are all without the City; as they 
be all over Perſia and the Levant. 9 


—— 


(a) Hoſpinian de TenplIn. 


() Thavenot' Travels, Part 2. c. 4. p. 83. ; 


** 
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"Of the TURK S. 


F the Twrks it is obſerved in general, that 
they bury not in Towns and Villages: 


* 
; 
- 9 
— 


* 


O ” * ; . . a 4 
„ Favour of being buried in a City, is 
EE granted only — Perſons, to DA. 
dci, and other Princes. And Thavenot 
(b) fays, That the Burial-Place at Grand Cairo in - 
gyyt js: very large on the River- ſide, not far from Old 

ri And concerning Conſtantinople, he has. theſe 
Words; © Their Burying- Places are always with- 
« out the Town, that the Air might not be inſect- 
« d by the corrupt Vapours that riſe out of the 
“Graves: And that was always obſerved by the 
« Afitients. - - - = - The Tuniſb Burial-Places 
« are commonly by the Highway-ſides, that Travel- 
« lers may remember to pray to GO p for them. 


(a) Cotovicus lin. pag. 156. 
(b) Thavenot' Travels, P. 1. Lib. 2. cap. 12. 


145. 
(c) Idem P. 1. cap. 43. P- 58. . 
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And Ciovicus (a) aſſures us, Fhat that 
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Of the CHINESE. 


N 
r 


ND Laſtly, not to inflance in any 


9 > Wo Ii 
18 DENG more; Trigaultins (a) tells us, That the 


"A 3; Chineſe, to this Day, bury their Dead 
r Ts apart from the Living, ata conſiderable 
2 Diſtance from any City, or Commu- 
nity of Men: And t chat every Chi- 
neſe \ has his own Scpulchre by Inheritance, or Pur- 


chaſe on the—next+» neighbouring Hills: And they are 
religiouſly careſtk to buy in hes 

and ſpare no Charges to depoſite them there, though 
very diſtant. 


eir paternal Sepulchre, 


We might run through all the Courtries of the 
World, and find the ſame Account ; but theſe being 


the Nations of principal N I judge 1 it needleſs to 


mention nd ore. 


(a) Tris, ult ius de Sinent. LiF. 1. cap. 7. 
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Of the PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANS. 


ee Chriſtianity, uſed no other Places of 
Interrment than what were common, and in Uſe be- 
fore. OO | 

They changed the Ceremonies, and rejected the Su- 
perſtitious and Idolatrous Pomp; but they kept ſti 
to the ſame Places, the common oui, Cæmeteries 
without the Cities and Towns. And indeed, for a 
conſiderable Time they could not have done other- 
wiſe; becauſe the Laws were ſtill in Force againſt bu- 


rying in Towns, and becauſe they were perſecuted both 


by Fews and Pagans. 

After the Chriſtians grew. numerous, they ſer aſide 
particular Places for the burying of their Dead, diſtinct 
and ſeparate from the Funeral-Places of the Gentiles; 
but ſtill out of Towns in open Fields : And becauſe 
they would avoid the Inſults and Injuries which might 


be given to the Bodies of the Perſors buried there, 
by the Heathens, they uſually made them after this 


Manner; they contrived them to be great Vaults un- 
der-ground, (a) with various Ways, and divers Wind- 
ings, in the Sides or Walls whereot were Niches, where- 


(a) Gretſer de Fun, Chriſt, Lib. 2. c. 8. p. 105. 


* 
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in the Coffins of the Dead were placed. St. Hierom 
(a) ” 24y us a moſt geographical D. ſcription of them. 
8 


hen I, (fays he) was a Boy at Rome, learnin 


« the liberal Sciences, I, with ſome of my School- 


7 fellows, would go on Sundays among the Sepul- 
& chres of the Apoſtles and Martyrs; ot, often went 
& down in the Vaults, which were very deep in the 
Earth: And as you enter in, the Bodies of the 
& Dead were placed on both Sides in the Walls: All 
e about was, ſo very dark, as if that propherical Place 
& of the Pfalmiſt was litterally fulfilfed; Let them go 
* down quick into Hell. A very little Light was let 
* down through a Hole from above, which did tem- 


cc per the Horror of the Darkneſs. As you move, 
cc you muſt tread: cautiouſly,” Step by Steps having 


“ nothing but Darkneſs about you; which made me 


« think of that of Virgil. 

Hure, ubique Avimes, fond ipfa filenia e. 
1 m Engliſh. cant & 
4h Aber” ji Silence do affright one's Mind. I: 
And Baronizs (a) long fince 'acknowledges, that be 


had the Curioſity to go into one of them, which 
was called the Cæmetery of Priſcilla, and was then 


lately diſcovergd; which, he fays, for the Largeneſs of 


it, and its divers Windings, _ be called a ſubter- 


Tancous City: And he owns, that it was three Miles 


from the City of Rome. | | a | 

Euſebius (c) ſays, That when the Chriſtians, by 
Favour of Conſtantine, built Churches in the Cities, 
yet they had their Burial-Places alotted them out of 


8 (a) Hieron. in Execb. c. 40. 
(5) Baronius Annal. Tom. 2. ad Annum 130, 


(c) Euſebius Eccleſ. Hift, Lib. 10. 


the 


ne 
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the Cities * Towns. Nay, and though they buik 


Chapels and Oratories on the Plat- Ground of the Cæ- 
meteries, or Burying-Places, they were at a ſufficient 
Diſtance from the Graves. 2 

Baronius tells us, (a) That Borachas being perſecu- 
ted by the Gentiles at Gaza, and being left for dead, 
the Chriſtians took him up, and carried him into the 
Church, * Life in him: But the Gentiles, and 
even ſome of the Ma giſtrates, came and made Enquiry 
about him, ſaying, har the Chriſtians had broken 
the Liberty of the City, and troſpaſled; againſt their 
Law 3 for that they had brought a dead Body into 
the City, which ought in no wiſe to be done 2, Far 
they ſuppoſed, that Borachas was dead. 

Emperor Leo. brake Emperor Adrias's Law, (men- 
tioned Pag. 22.) and gave Permiſſion to bury within 


es an Towns, as well as without. 


egory Turonemſis (09 ſays, That it was in 2 Lite 


ter Part of the Sixth Century, Aum 590, before the 


Funeral-Places were conſecrated ;. but; then that Ceres 

Pays Was introduced, and all the Cæmeteries without 
"owns were conſecrated by Page and the Bk 
lings- of the Prieſts. 


(a) Baron. Nos autem cum multam Vidiſſemus Confuſi fin, 
portantes Pium Boracham, diſceſſimus in Sauctam Eccleſiam. 
1 quam vero didimus eum adhuc, Spirantem. = - = - - Cur intu- 

s Mortuum in Civitatem : ? Cam Patrie Loges hoe probibeant. 

om. 5. Anno 389. 


(b Sepulcrorum loca Sar erdotali Benedict ĩone , ** 1 


ſent. Greg. Tur. de Glor. Confeſſ. C. 106. 
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Imperial Laws againſt Burying in Towns and 


Churches. 


TEN HEN the (a) A tient Funeral - Pures 
E pegan to be neglected, and Superſtition 


. W B04 be made Room for them in Cities; 

the Emperor s greatly oppoſed it: For we 
ICED - find a Law (6) in the Theodgſi an Code, 
in theſe Words, „Let no one imagine, That the 
cc Churches of the Apoſtles and Martyrs were deſigned 


<« for Burial-Places of the Dcad.” And Emperor (c) 


Charles the Great has this Injunction, © IA mw no one 
< bury any Dead in the Church. And after him, (d) 


Ludovicus Pins moſt ſtrenuouſly oppoſed it, requiring, 


cc Thar the Conſtitutions uſed and ſettled by the An- 
cc tient Fathers, ſhould be obſerved in the Burial of 
ec the Dead. 


(a) Paulus Ricius de Moſaic. Leg. N. 235. 

5) Nemo Apoftolorum vel Martyrum Sedem humandis Corpo- 
ribus exiſtimet eſſe conceſſam. 1 Cod. Tit. 1, Inſtit. Lib. 1. 
Tit. 11. 

( De Sacr. Eccl. Lib. 11. Anno 815. Capit. Lib. 1; 

(d) Capitul. cap. 159. 47. Anno Tm 
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Councils and Canons Eccleſiaſtical Kail 
 Gurying in Churches. 


j s the cial Laws, ſo the Councils of 8 
A Bithops of the Church oppos d this Practice 
alſo; for Hoſpinian (a) tells — That the 
e Antient ſhew' 0 1 diſpleas d 
at that New Invention of Bu in + ns and 


Churches; and therefore made euer Canons and De⸗ 


crees againſt 1 It. 


Anno 563, in the firſt (5) Spaniſh Count of Bras 


cara, it was Ordain'd; That the Bodies of the Dead 
ſhould ſhould not bury'd in the Churches, but that all 
Interrments ſhould be without the Cities, or in Church- 
3 
For, after Burying - places were allowed in Cities, the 
Dead were kept out of the Churches for many Years; 
and were only allow'd to be interr'd in the Ante-Temple, 
the Atrium, or Porch of the Church. (c) 
The Council of Nantes, (d) Auno 658, Canon 6. 


Decreed, That in the Churches no one ſhall be 


(a) Hoſpinian « de Templis. 

'b\ Concil. Brac. Can. 18. Ne deren Defuntorum intra 
Baſilicas Sanctorum tumulentur Sed fiant omnes Sepulturæ 
extra Civitatem, vel etiam ſi z neceſſe fit circa murum Baſilicæ. 
Vide Can. 36. 

(c) Bingham Orig. Eccl. Vol. 3. Lib. 8. Cap. 3. Seck. 8. 

(d) Concil. Nannetenb. Can. 6. in Eccleſia nullatenus ſepeli- 
amur, ſed in Atrio, aut Porticu, aut in Exedris Eccleſiæ. 
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cc allow'd to be buried, but in the Porch, or Court, 
cc or the Out-Buildings of the Church.” And Amo 
895, the Council of Tribur (a) in Germany made a 
Decree againſt burying in Churches. It appears by this 
Council, that there had been Diſputes concerning that 

Matter; and that ſome few Dead had been bury'd in the 
Church, which had made ſome Perſons ſo uneaſy, that 
they openly propos'd to dig them up again, and throw 
the Carcaſſes out of the Holy Place: But the Council 
choſe an eaſier Way, and Decreed, That the Monu- 
ments ſhould be removed, the "Tombs levell'd, and the 
Graves ' cover d with an even Pavemement, that no 
Sign of any Grave might appear; and that great Care 
ſhould; be taken for the future, not to prophane the 
Holy Place, which was ſeparated from common Ute, 
and dedicated ro the Service of God. And -Theodorus 
Balſamon, (h) Patriarch of Antioch, Auno 1180, De- 
creed, That it be the conſtant Law of the Church, 


that no Dead ſhould be buried in Churches, according 
to the Civil Law of the Grecian» Empire. 


(a) Concil. Tribur. C. 17. 

Theod. Balſ. in Reſp. Lib. 1. c. 11. Baſilicorum : Idem 
Juris Greco Rom. Lib. 5. 38. p. 382. Idem in Eucholog. ſeun 
Rituali Grecor. p. 523. 
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BURIALS in Churches, chen introduced 
| in BRITAIN. 


ND as to this Nation of Britain, it is re- 

Al corded in our Hiſtories, (a) That Cuthred | 
the Thirteenth King of the We/-Saxons in # 
R the Seventh Century, was the firſt in Exp- . 
land who permitted the Bodies of the Dead to be bu- 1 
ried within the Walls of the Cities, which were bu- 
6 ried in open Fields before. | 
— And Aylet Sammes (b) further tells us, That Cu- 
ly lert the Tenth Atchbiſhop of Canterbury, from St. Au- 
8 tin, Anno 798, procured the Privilege from the Pope, 

to have Church- Vards for Interrment. And Dr. err 

(c) acknowledges, That the Antient Cuſtom of the | 
Engliſh Church, which never ſuffer d the Bodies of | 
” Chriſtians to be buried in Churches was chang'd, and | 
the Burial, in Churches introduced in the latter End of 0 
the Eighth Century, about the Year 794. And even 
ſo late as Anno 1076, in the Reign of Milliam the f 
Conqueror, the Council held at Miucheſter under Lan- | 
frank Archbiſhop of Canterbury, forbid the Burial in 

Churches by the ↄth Canon. (4) 


(a) Bal. Hif. p. 3. Sir Richard Baker. 

) Sammes Brit. Antiq. p. 214. Godwin Vit. Cutbert. 
(c) Pr. Inett Hiſt. Eccl. Lib. 1. cap. 13. Pp. 285. 

14) Ibid. Vol. 2. c. 2. b. 39. 
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The Conclusion of the Firſt Part. 


8 FROM what has been faid it appears, 
D) that by umverſal Conſent of all Nati- 
8 8 


> 


| "HY ons, and at all Times, and in all Places, 
1 by however different in Religion and other | 
PREFACE: Cuſtoms, yet all agreed in this Parti- 

cauular, that the Dead ought not to be 
buried in Cities, Towns, or any inhabited Places, much 
lefs in Temples, Churches, and Places of Holy Worſhip. 
It appears alſo, that the Cuſtom of burying in Ci- 
ties and Churches now in Uſe, is new, and unknown 
to che firft Ages; and that it may be truly ſaid, from 
the Beginning it was not ſo. And it appears further, 
that the Say ing of St. Cyril (a) to the Genriles may be 
retorted upon us Chriſtians; namely, that the Temples 


LL menten: 


of the Gentiles were only beautiful Monuments of dead 
Men, but how truly may it be faid of the Chriſtian 
Churches, the Temples of the living God, that they 


are common Graves and loathſome Receptacles of coi- 

rupted Corpſes: It may be worth our while, there- 

fore, to trace whence this Cuſtom ſo contrary to the 

Practice of all Mankind aroſe, and what might be the 
Cauſes of ſo indecent a Cuſtom; and this will be thc 
Subject of the next Chapter. 


(4) Cyril Lib. 10. contra Fulian, | 
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NN ſocking: Fr the Cauſes and Res- 
ie :af this Cuſtom of burying in 
Churches, ſo contrary to the uni- 
verſal Cuſtom of Mankind, 1 would 
not ſeem to reflect either on the 
f the Prudence or Piety of our Fore- 
en but only endeavour” to find 


out i thi Tab. 
And for what, appears to me the true Cauſes and Rea- 
ſons of this Cuſtom of burying in Churches were, 


Fir, 
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Firſt, Pride and Ambition, © © 
Secondly, Superſtition and Error. 
Thirdly, Gain td } F/7x 7 ot e 


And I hope, I ſhalt make | this a beyond Con- 
tradition to others alſo. | WE rt 2 
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ES and not. allowed to meet. in any Place to 
worſhip their God and SAVIO UR, they 

would aſſemble ene together in the Night as 
priyate as poſſible; but thoſe Nightly Meetings being 
diſcovered, and miſrepreſented by the Accuſers, and 
miſconſtructed by the Magiſtrates, as tending to Re- 
bellion ; the pious Chriſtians, rather than neglect 
their Duty to God, and their Redeemer, would ſteal 


into thoſe vaſt (a) Vaults and Cæmeteries under 
- Ground, and there meet together; and perform all the 
Duties of Holy Worſhip, pray, preach, adminiſter the 
- Sactament of the Lord's Supper, and keep Councils 


This was of Neceſlity, the Rage of their Enemies 


would not ſuffer them above Ground, and therefore 


- 


(a) Bingham Orig. Ecel. Vol. 3. Lib. B. cep. I. Sec. 9. F 


they 


Char. Il. meet in the Graves. 39 


th took their Refuge under Ground, and fled for 

Safety among (a) the Dead: Nay, ſo great was the 
Rage of Perſecution, that the H \ Emperors drove 
the Chriftians away from their Buria-Phces, took them 
away from them to prevent their meeting there, and 
whenever the Perſecution ſlacked their 25 were 
reſtored to them. () 

But in the Time of Conſtantine (c) FT Great, Auno 
312, there Was a perfect Change of Affairs, and they 
who were forced lately to lurk in ſubterrancous Ca. 
verns ro erform their Worſhip, had now the Favour 

nted them of building ſtately Churches both upon 

e Area of their Cæmeteries, and within the Citics, 
* had Burjal-Places alotted them without the Walk 
at a convenient Diſtance from the Churches; and we 
do not find that they ever returned to thoſe Charne- 
Houſes aga in. And many Years paſs'd before ſuch 
| Thoughts ever entred in their Hearts, as to bury in 
their Churches: But when Popery brought i in Super- 
ſtition the remote Cæmeteries were forſaken, and Per- 
ſons of all Degrees would be buried in the Churches. 
So that for "theſe many Ages the Places of Chriſtian 
Worſhip have been a Charnel-Houſe again; ; not out 
of Seed, as Was the Caſe of the firſt Chriſtians, 
but out of a fooliſi Superſtition which Popery firſt 
„ and which Proteſtantiſm in ſo conſiderable a 
Succeſſion of Time has not been able- to root out of 
the Minds of Men. (4) o 


(a) Conft it. an Lib. 1. cap. 29. Apol. Athanas. 
(b) NN I lef. Hiſt. Lib. 6. 8 13. Lib. J. cap. . 
| (c) Ibid. Lib. 10. | 
(A) Dr. Nachols. on tbe Burial- O Nce. 
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PRIDE one Reaſon of Burying in Churches. 


| +) of burying in Churches, I humbly con- 

ceive to have been PRIDE and AM- 
= | BITION: And I hope I fail not 
— of due Charity to aſſert, that Pride was 
the firſt Reaſon of burying in Churches; 
for thoſe Emperors who firſt gave Liberty to Chriſti- 
ans to build Churches, and who themſelves built mag- 
nificent Temples, they alſo raiſed thoſe Churches as 
Monuments to their own Pride; in ſome Meaſure, I 
ſay, to their own Pride, as well as to Divine Service. 

The firſt Chriſtian Emperor Conſtantine (a) though 
he could not deſire to be buried in the Church (Which 
was then a Thing unheard of) yet he was reſolved 
to lye as near to the Church as 1 and was ac- 
cordingly buried in the Porch of the great Church at 
Conſtantinople, which he had moſt magnificently built, 
Amo 337, to the Honour of the Twelve Apaite, 
not excluding his own. And St. Chryſoſfom (b) per- 
haps, with as great, or greater Pride, inſults the Em- 
peror, when he ſays, that it was a great Honour done 


th Conſtantine, that he was permitted to be buried at 


the Door of the Temple, and to be Porter to the Fiſh- 
ermen. For (6) that the Apoſtles in their Deaths were 
more honourable than all the Princes of the Earth, 


(a) Euſeb. Vit. Conſt. 
(5) Chryſoſt. Hom. 66. ad pop. Antiochs 


(e) Idem Tom. 5, pag. 839. 
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becauſe even at Rowe, the Royal City, Emperors, Con- 
ſuls, and Generals, ſhewed their Reſpect, and paid 
their Veneration at the Sepulchres of Fiſhermen and 
Tent-makers : And at Conftantinople, it was thought 
Honour ſufficient for an Emperor to be buried not in 
the Place where the Apoſtles lay, but in the Porch of 
the Temples built to their Names and Honour. 
©  Conftantine having led the Way, other Emperors ſoon 
followed that great Example. And ſo we find, that 
Emperor Theodo/us the Great, Anno 395, was allo bu- 
ried in the fame Porch of the Church at Conſtantinople; - 
and his Son, Emperor Arcadius, not many Years x wh | 
Amo 407. in the fame Place. 43 
It is but natural to think, that when the Emperors 
were deſirous to be buried in the Church-Porch, other 
Perſons of the next Quality would ſtrive to lye as near 
the Church as poſſible, for Men of Quality and Wealth 
are always emulous to imitate their Princes; and as they 
had the Honour of the Royal Preſence when living, 
they eſteem'd it their Honour to lye near them when 
dead; and this was the firſt Reaſon of having large 
Courts and Yards about Churches. 

When Princes and Nobles had claim'd this Privilege, 
the Clergy, the Men of Holy Orders, the immediate 
Servants of the Temple laid in their Claim alſo, and 
imitated the Princes who were buried in the Church- 
Porch : For in our own Hiſtory (a) we find, that 
an Archbiſhop of Canterbury had not been buried within 
the Church, but that the Porch was full with fix of 
his Predeceſſors that were buried there before, and thet 
even in the End of the Seventh Century. 

But in other Countries, long before that Time, the 
Clergy ventured one Step further, and would lye with- 
in the Walls of that Church when dead, where they 
had officiated when living. The Biſhops, Prieſts, -and 
Monks pretended a Right to the Churches ſuperiour to 


(2) By, Godwin's Life of Theodore Archbiſhop of en 
F that 
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hat of Princes, and choſe the princip pal Places for them- 
The there, and excluded all others from bei buried 


b there; and kept the Power, of diſpenſing ſuch a Fa- 
vour in their own Hands, and ſoon made their Claim 


.a Law; for fo the (a) Cannon-Lawy ſays, That only 


' Biſhops, Abbots and Presbyters ſhould be buriec 
the Churches, and ſuch, Ts only as they loud 


e 3 
uch was the Emulation of the Clergy + at that Time, 
1 preſume to call it Emulation; and I believe I do 


N = It much beſide the Mark: For, if we do. but 


conſider how ſoon the Clergy (after God gaye the 


Churches Reſt from Pn bn and they enjoyed 
Peace; when Kings were become the nurſing Fathers, 


and T e Crown © bmitted to the_Croſs,, and Princes 
 ador'd the Crucify d. Saviour, and {mil'd; upon, and 
encourag d bis Miniſters : How ſoon, T fay, the 
Clergy ) -abus'd thoſe. NW by v d themſelves; 
for, the Prie ſthood 3 to the 
Heavens, and extolling 8 45006 all Mankind; 
| and that the Power of the Prieſthood, if not exceed- 
ing, Was equal to the power of Princes. 

That ſuc was the Pride and Ambition of * Ro- 


14 7: Clergy in the fifth, ſixth, and Dung Centu- 


hurch- 


ries, every one knows that knows any thing 


. Hiſtory, (6) and is too well known to ſtand. in Need 


of further Confirmation. 
The Ambitious Prelates, "therefore, la” not long 
ſee Princes entamb'd in Churches, and themſelves and 


their Brethren, ſhut out, and carried out of the Wall 


of the Cities, in no ci but if Princes would ven- 


3414 


And make dhe Graves at "ho very. Altar. na 


(q) Nullus mortuuſ intra Eccleſ. am ſepeliatur; niſs 7 Epiſeop 
aut Abbati, aut digne Prehyteri, vel fidelis Laici. 2 5 2. 0. 18. 
(5 Binnius. 
Inet', Hiſtory of the Eng; ſÞ Church, 
Howel. 
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Ther the, Clergy chim d a Right to be buried in 
the Churches themſelves, and SERVE Ab thar Privil ; f 
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ung, appears from that very Coundl before cited & 


Tribur, Amo 895 3 for that Council was not altoge- 


ther againſt burying in Churches, but they were He. 
4 A $9 is. * 4 3's | r [ 10 - 4%. 22 
dyed” to keep the Laity out, alle i as 4 Reaſon 
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of that Decree, (4) that the Ground being conſecrated 
was not to be polluted by Laymen. 


* 
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PRINCES and E CCLESIASTICKS | 


having thus got into the Churches, the L AIT y 
doch themſelves hardly us'd, if chey ſhould be ex- 
cluded, they faw no Reaſon why they might nöt 
obtain the — Favour, they thought that all Men 


were equal in the Grave, that Deati was the migh 


Leveller; and if they were allowed to be Partakers of 
the Benefit of the Church when living, they knew 
no Reaſon why they ſhould' be excluded when dead 
They look'd upon themſelves is God's People, 38 well 
as Princes and Clergy ; and that for the Sake of the 
People both Princes and Clergy were appointed; atid 


| their Offices inſtituted by ighty God; they 


thought the Prieſts took too much upon them, that 
all the Congregation was holy, and therefore pleaded 
for the ſame Liberty and Privileges of Burial- Places 
in Churches and Church-Vards as others had. 

The greateſt and wealthieſt began firſt, and were 
admitted accordingly; and if Friendſhip could not 
purchaſe that Favour, there was a Something elſe would, 


namely, ſome courteous Obligation which never meets 


with a Denyal; for Gratitude is a juſt Debt, and but 


a reaſonable Return: And therefore the Council of 5 


Voiſon prudently provided, Amo 442, that no Graves 
ſhould be fold (5) in Churches, and that nothing 


(a) Nullus Lalcus in Eccleſia ſepeliatur, Can. 17. 


(b) De ſepulturis & hominibus ſepeliendis nihil muneris ex- 


gant , niſi forte qui ſepeliatur, vivens, juſſerit Eccleſiæ, in cu- 
jus atrio ſepelitur, Can. 3. | 
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ſhould be demanded for burying in Churches, but that 
that ſhould be kindly received, which any Perſon ſhould 


bequeath to the Clerg | by aſt Will, as a Legacy for 


being buried in the Church or Church-Yard. They 
would not be ſuſpected of ſelling Graves, they ſcorn'd 
to be brib'd for the Permiſſion, but to be obig d by 
the irreſiſtible Charm and Influence of a Legacy, that 
went down well enough. And therefore our (a) Laws 
decreed, that no Layman ſhould be permitted to be 
urches bur ſuch as had merited by good 
f the Clergy were to be Judges; and 
od Life ſignify d is eaſily interpreted. 


elman V. 1. 451. C. 29. Docemus etiam ut nemo 
quempiam in Eccleſia ſepeliat, quem non conſtat ex vite probitate 
Deo placuiſſe ut ex eo judicetur hujuſmodi ſepultura dig nus. 
And Ibid. 59 1. Nemo in Eccleſia ſepeliatur, niſi fonte talis 
fit perſona ſacerdotis aut cujuſlibet juſti hominis qui per Vite 
meritum, talem vivendo ſuo corpori defuncto locum adqui ſivit. 
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 SUTERSTILION and ERR OR.” 


nemy to all Righteouſneſs, always op- 
| pos'd the Goſpel. of Chriſt, and en- 
deavour'd to deter Men from the 
Profeſſion of that Holy Religion by 
Pp < "Al Perſecutions, or betray Men into Er- 
25 2 => rors contrary. to the Truth of chat 
Religion, by Hereſies: The for- 
mer, adi Perſecution, proved vain, for the Blood 
of the Martyrs was the Seed of the Church; but the 
-ltter, H Hereſt- les, and Schiſms, were the ſurer Bait, eaſier 
ſwallowed, and of more fatal Conſequence; falſe Doc- 
trines crept apace into the Church, and many of the 
teſt Saints were tainted with them. And ſuch was 
even the Depth of Satan's Cunning, that he caus'd 
Men to err, and be betray'd by the very Gifts of 


Grace deſi ign d by Providence for Edification, and not 


for Deſtruction, namely, the Miracles and Wonders 
that were done ar the Sepulchres of the Martyrs in 


the primitive Times. 


For that many Miracles were perform'd, even 75 


the dead Bodies and Relicks of Chriſtian M 


moſt certain, and I might produce ſeveral In ae | 


from the firſt and pureft Antiquity beyond Excep- 
tion; but, to be brief, I ſhall ſumm up all the argu- 


mentative Part, in the Words of St. Cyril of Fernſa- 


IT is certain, * 8 Devil Lo E- 
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46 Superſtition another Reaſon of Car. II. 
| lem, (4) c 50, © The Dead Man who was 
« thrown into t the Tomb of Eliſha, when he touch'd 
ies ti ;&. the Dead 7 "of the Prophet reviv'd; and the 
will Joc Dead Body of the Prophet did the Office of 2 
6 hing Soul; and that Wich had no Life, gave Liſe 
2 c to him that was departed, itſelf yet continuing a- 
or on the Dead: And Why ſo? Leſt if Elba 

Ce ho d have riſen, it might — been attributed on- 
| « ly to his Soul; and to ee that in the Ab- 
cc ſence of the Soul, there is great Virtue in the Bo- 
<« dies of the Saints, Becauſe of thoſe Souls that fo 
ce long inhabited and actuated thoſe Bodies. Nor let 
«© us fondly diſtruſt the Truth, as if this could not 

ce be; for if Handkerchief and Aprons ons being wath- 
& qut the Body. when touch d by, the Sick, freed 
them from their Infirmities, how much m © might 

the Relicks of the Prophet raiſe the Bel 
And as for Matter of Fact, St. Auſtin gives us ſe- 
veral Inſtances of "thoſe ſtupenduous ras And 
-the- Hiftory of St. Babylas, Biſhop of Antioch, who © 
Vas martyr d, Anno 2.52, and parſed 3 in the Daphnæan 
| Suburb of that City, his Bones ſilencing the Oracle 
of Apollo an Hundred Years aſter, mentioned by (0) 
Neu, (d) Theodoret, (e) Soxomen; () Socrates, + 
ad other Chriſtians; and alſo by (g) Libanius and 
(%) Aarcellinus, Heathen Writers, and by (i) Ju- 
lia the Apoſtate N is moſt ee of Ge. 
vation. 
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( Au in Civitate Dez, Lib. 23. cap. 18. 
83 "Ruffin. Hiiſt. Lib. 10. cap. 115 55 
(ad) Theod. Lib. 3. cap. 9, 100. 
(e) Sozom. Lib. 5. 2 18, 19. | 
(F) Socrat. Lib. 3. cap. 16. 5 92 
) Liban. Orat. de Templ. p. 185 Anno360. - 
(J Marcell, Hiſt. Lib. 22. Anno 380. 
) Julian. Imp. Mqſepeg. p. 96, Aung gb. 
Ve Pr. Cave Ageſt. Vit. Balyl. pag. 247+ 


Satt l. bu ping in Churches. 4 
t Would Hil 7 7 vönd my Deſign ts 
enlarge or this Sub cloſe che therefore, 

with the Words of 15 Rae the Naur, in Anſwer 
to the, Gentile Detractators. „ IF any Man be offends © 
« ed that we Honour the Duſt of the Bodies af the 
e Martyrs, for 2 57 Love to God, and admi- 
« "cable Cotiſtncy in e Fairh, let him ask thoſe that 

* have been cured "roles and underſtand to how 
be many " Diſcaſes i it has Beugbt Remedy; fo ſhalt thon 
tc not oy not deride what we do, but be — 
'6 to imitate us. | 
I muſt add, that this great Truth is acknowk 
by that learned and modeſt Writer 4mong Potts | 
(6) Fierome os who fays, e That the primi- 
« tive Votaries ufed to meet at the Tombs of the 
'« Martyrs on the Anniverſaries of their Suffering 
“ where God wrought many Miracles, to te 
* + that thoſe his Servants were in Heaven, and to en- 

4. gige others to the like Reſolution; and the Mt 
. tians paid a. Veneration to their Relicks.” 

Now, though I freely confels myſelf to Tp 55 
this, yet I as 15 acknowledge, that I cannot he- 


them into Admiration firſt, and next into Adoration 
of the Relicks, and pretended Relicks of the Saints. 
In the primitive Times, theſe Miracles, as Acts of 
vine Grace, were intended only for the Living, for 
the healing of Diſeaſes of the Body, and curing In- 
aner of the Mind: But afterwards, when Seper- 


a), Ifidor. Peluf. Lib 1. Ep. 55. Ans 412. 
Mag na S1 in exiguo Sanctorum Pulvere Virtus. * 
Paul. Natal. 9. S. Pælic. p. 665. 


(b) Zanch. 4 Redempt. Lib, 1. RF 13. Tb. 1. pag. 304. 
Edit. Neoſtad. uno 1597. 


lion 


lieve all thoſe Scandalous Lies and Impoſitions which cu 
the Roman Legends have impoſed upon the World, Fe 
whereby they have deluded the poor People, and drawn ' wo a 
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48 Superſtition another Reaſon of Chur. II. 


firion prevail d, and had inverted the Deſign of theſe 
Acts of Grace, the Deluding Prieſts were reſolved. to 


make the moſt of them, and perſwaded the People, 
that theſe Relicks had Influence on Body and Soul, 
both of the Living and of the Dead; of the Living, 
to ftrengthen their Faith, and, cure them of their In- 
firmities; and of the Dead, to felicitate the Souls de- 
parted, and to prepare the Body for a more glorious 
and happy Reſurrection : And therefore theſe Relicks 
were by Command of (a) Gregory the Gree: Biſhop 
of Rome, Anno 590, brought into the Churches, and 
ſet up in the moſt. Solemn Manner, enſhrined in Caſes 
of Gold, ſometimes ſet up upon the Altar, or over 
the Altar, and generally under the Altar, which made 


21 Men flock towards the Altars, and bury their 
Dead 


there, in Hopes both might receive ſome Benefit 


from them. EL nn, , Tot) 
Nay, the Biſhops themſelves carried on this Im- 


poſture to the 8 Degree, and promoted the Su- 


perſtition for the Sake of Lucre; for ſome Spaniſh 
Biſhops in their Proceſſions cauſed the Relicks of Saints 


to be hung about their own Necks, and being thus 


adorned, were carried in Chairs by their Deacons to 
be ſhnewn to the People: And the Biſhops, after the 
Manner of Mountebanks, expoſed the Relicks for 
Cure of all Diſeaſes of Body and Mind, and made no 


ſmall Gain by them; for a Touch, or a Kiſs of them, 


could not be obtained without a valuable Conſidera- 


tion by the common People. This Practice was for- 
bid as ſcandalous, by the Council of Bracar, Amo 
675, Can. 6. | 


The ſecond (6) Council of Nice Decreed, That 
ſuch Churches as had been conſecrated without Re- 
licks, ſhould have Relicks depoſited: there, with So- 


lemniry of publick Prayer : But further, that no 


(a) ms, Ep. Lib. 9. Ep. 71. 
(b) Sec. 


oncil. Nic. Can. 4+ Anno 785. 


Cnurches 


Cap. I. Eurying in Churches. 3 
Churches for the future ſhould be conſecrated with- 
out Relicks ; and that Biſhops preſuming to conſe- 
crate without Relicks ſhould be depoſed. A Doc- 
trine, that in Time let a Thouſand Superſtitions. into 
the Church, and open'd the Way to infinite Frauds 
and Impoſtures; and ſuch as the Bleſſed Saints them- 
ſelves, if they have any 3 of the State of 
Things below, could not but look upon with the 
utmoſt Deteſtation and Abhorrence. (a? 
But that theſe Relicks might be made beneficial to 
the Dead as well as the Living; the Doctrines of 
Merits, Works of Supererogat ion, Purgatory, Inter- 
ceſſion of Saints, and the Invocation of Saints there- 
on were invented, and introduced at, and about that 
very Time; for, theſe Doctrines were neceſſary to 
obtain thoſe Ends, namely, to gull the People of their 
Money. 5 5 
The People, therefore, being perſwaded by the Cler- 
gy, and being willing to believe, that the Saints de- 
arted had a Love for the Saints here below, and that 
they pray d for the Converſion of Sinners, and inter- 
ceeded for them in Heaven; and that their Remains,” 
their Bones and Aſhes had Virtue to do as much Good 
to the dead Bodies of Men, as their Spirits could to 
the Souls of Men; the Sacred Relicks were as gree- 
dily DE for, for the Good of the Dead, as ever 
they had been for the Living before; and thereupon 
the neareſt Grave to the Altar was eſteemed the moſt 
vertuous, and | conſequently, to be purchaſed at any 
Rare. | prone To 8 
Add to this, that the Doctrine of the MASS' was 
invented much about the ſame Time, (b) or followed 
ſoon after, to compleat the Cheat, that is, to bring 


(a) Dr. Inett's Hiſtory of the Church of England, Lib. 1. 
cap. 13. pag. 218. | 
(bY By the Council of Nice, Anno 187, Paſch.” Ratbbert, ; 
Anno 844. 


50 Superſtition another Reaſon, &c. Cnav. I. 
SUPERSTITLION to its Zenith, and perfect the 
Deſign of enriching the Coffers of the POPE and 
CLERGY... And this MASS (a) being expreſly 
defin'd to be a Propitiatory Sacrifice for the Dead 
well as the Living; the Souls of the departed war 
not only the better for them, but the Bodies alſo, be- 
ing thereby the better prepared for a glorious Reſur- 
rection: Ang therefore, thoſe Places where, or ner 
to which the Maſs was celebrated, were preferable t9 
all other, and no Coſt was to be ſpared for the ob- 


taining fo great a Benefit. 


(a) Anno 780, Gregory's Maſs was introduced inthe Ste 
of ribroſe, Concil. Trid. Seſſ. 22. de Sacr. Miff. = 
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A Third R. 7065 uf Barking in C hurches was | 
. GAIN aud LUCRE. 


AOR Intereſt is a prevailing Charm, 
what does it not tempt Men to? I 
ſhall not need to inſiſt much on this 
— Point, becauſe this very Particular has 
lin foie Degree, been touch'd at be- 
fore: I ſhall only obſerve, that the 
PL HUME SS =. Council of Hoiſon ſhew'd a great deal 
of Willingneſs to make a Penny of 
the People I ein, although they would not be 
ſeen in it; they liked the LU CRE, but diſliked 
the Name; and therefore Graves - ſhall not be ſold, 
but a Handſome Legacy ſhall not be refuſed neither. 
d And fo what firſt was a Donation, afterwards became 
2 Price; (4) what was firſt a Gift, was then a De- 
mand.z and a Rate was afterwards made according 
to the Dignity of the Perſons, or the Site of the 
Ground, with Laws and Taj unctions to enforce the 
Demands. 

In Charles FE Cars Pane ies 771, the ( b) 
Monks, who were ever forward in all the Grimaces 
and Appearances of Holineſs, which were likely ro charm 
the People, and to acquire Wealth, ran up and down 
with the Bones, and other Relicks of the Saints, and 
under that Umbrage of this Kind of Zeal, uſing all 
indirect Means to gain Wealth to themſelvcs, inſomuch 


| (a) Dr. Comber, Part 5A on the Burial of the Dead. 
J * Dr. Inett, Part 1. Chap. 13. Engl. Hip. pag. 219, 


G 2 th 


52 Gain another Reaſon of CHAP. Il 
chat the Emperor took Notice of it, and forbid it; 
(4) And this they did, in Order to get the Buri 
of the Dead within their Cloiſters, that they might 
have the Benefit of the Oblations. (6) Thence we 
hear in the middle Ages, both here in England, and 
Abroad, ſo much of Mortuaries, Oblations, Cork. 
Preſents, Gifts, Symbola Anime, and Pecunia Sepulchra 
ts, all which were firſt voluntary, but were after. 
wards enforced; for we have a Decree of Simon Nl. 
am, ( e of Camerbury,” Amo 13 28. in 
the Third Year of the Reign of King Edward the 
Third, 4 That they who endeavour to reduce Ob- 
<« lations to a certain ſmall Sum, are denounced Ex. 
communicate by the greater Excommunication til 
cc they make Satisfaction. And what heavy Burdens 
the Clergy laid on the People in this Land for Oblk 
tions, Mortuaries, and Fees for Burials, even to the 
impoveriſhing of them, may beg ſeen in the Biſhop of 
' Lincolu's (d) Coden, | © yt 
'  T ſhall end this Chapter, with the Obſervation « 
Platina, if his Authority may be relied upon, Tha 
after Charles the Great, and the ſucceeding Emperon| 
had confer'd Wealth and Authority upon the Biſhops 
of Rome, and had raiſed Prelates to the Grandeur and 
State of Princes, that the Biſhops and Clergy became 
the moſt ambitious and ayaritious of all Men: And 
from the Year 885, the Papacy fell into the Hands 0 
Men fo prodigiouſly wicked, as are. no-where elle to 
be found in any Hiſtory of the World; and that the 
Conduct and Maxims of the Clergy were only to com- 
mand Wealth, and make themſclyes Maſters of the 
Treafures of all the Princes in Europe. 


(a) Capit, Carol. M. Concil. Tom. 7. Col. 1186, 
(5) Gibſon's Codex, Tit. 23. c. 2. p. 542 
(c) Ibid. Tit. 30. c. 10. p. 739. 


(4) Ibid. Tit. 30. c. 12. 


My 


* a4 as 


Cit Cnae.ll, burying in Churches, 53 
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This made Comrade, Abbot of Urſperg, Anne 1215. 
cry gut, (4) © Rejoyce, Mother Rome, becauſe the 
c Cataracts of Wealth are opened on the Earth, that 
« Rivers of Money may flow in great Plenty upon 
« thee; Rejoyce over the Iniquities of the Sons of 
« Men, which bring in ſo much Profit to thee; Re- 

« joyce over the Diſcords broke out of Hell ro heap 

C Money upon thee: Now thou haſt what thou 

c vert ever greedy of ; Now triumph, becauſe thou 
cc haſt conquered the World, not by thy Religion, 

« but by +. Wickedneſs of Men; for it is not 
& Conſcience or Devotion, but Strife and Wickedpeſs 

& which bring Men to Name. 


** 
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1 Fa 2 


* 4 


1 


(a). Gaude Mater noſtra Roma, quoniam aperiuntur Cata- 

ractæ Theſaurorum in terra, ut ad te confluant rivi & aggeres 

Nummorum in magna copia : Letare ſuper iniquitate filiorum 
bominum, quoniam in recompenſationem tantorum Malorum da- . 
tur tibi precium: Focundare ſuper Adjutrice tua Diſcordia, quia 1 
erupit de puteo Infernalis Abyſſi, ut accumulentur tibi multa pe- | p 
cuniarum premia. Hazes quod ſemper ſitiſti; decanta Canti- | 
cum; quia per malitiam hominum, non per tuam Religionem 

Orbem viciſti ; ad te trahit homines non ipſorum Devotio, aut 

pura Conſcientia, ſed ſcelerum multiplicium perpetratio, & li- 

tuum deciſio pretio comparata, Urſperg. Chron. Pag · 30). 

Edit. Baſil, Anno 1569. N | 4 
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of Burying the DEAD m Churches and 
 Charch-Tards. - | 


COME now to the Third Par- 
ticular, to prove the Indecency of 
Burying in Churches, in Reſpect 
a ro God, and the Inconvenience, 
in Reſpect to Men. 

The Indecency is, in Reſpect 
to God; ; the Church is his Houſe, 
and is not to be prophaned, nor 
polluted; the Light of Nature, as well as Revelation, 
teaches us, to keep the Place of Divine Worſhip po 

22 an 


Canary. II. Churches prophan d, Kc. 58 
and undefiled, and by God's on Precepts they have 
been deem d to be prophaned, by having the Car- 
caſſes of the Dead brought there; except we can be- 
lieve, that the Carcaſſes of the Dead which polluted 
the Temples before, can give them Conſecration now, 
which is inverting the Nature of Things; and yet 

ſuch was the Superſtition of Popery, that they forbid 
any Churches to be conſecrated, but what had Relicks 


of Saints, or pretended Relicks of Saints in them. Bur 
of this we have ſpoke before in Pages 15. and 48. 


3 6 Heath and Lit endanger * Crap. III. 


N * 


— oh Ad 


| Health and Life endanger d by. Burying in 


Churches. 


ed Truth, that the Corruption of 


communicated to the' Living ; and that 


many dangerous and fatal Diſtempers may 
be received from the Effluvia of the Dead b rh 


Communication, although the Stench be not perceived 
by the Noſtrils. 


This Reaſon the Gentiles gave why the Dead were 
to be buried away from the Community of the Liv- 


ing, namely, that the Cities and inhabited Places might 


not be infected by them. (4) And Pliny (C) ſpeak- 

of the Antient Way of burning the Dead, fays, 
1 they conceived, that by burning the Dead Bo- 
dies they avoided the Infection that might be cauſed 


in the Air by the Putrefaction of buried Carcaſſes. 
And truly this was the Reaſon of God's Care, this 


the End of thoſe ſeveral Laws relating to Purity, cited 


Page 12. It was not a meer Ceremonial Purity which 
God aimed at by thoſe Injunctions, no, God in his 


great Wiſdom and Goodneſs had an Eye to the * 


(a) See Page 20. 
(b) Plin. Lib. 7. cap. 54. 


55 HE ] bad Conſequences of this Practice are 
| d to the Living; for it is an 


8 Dead Bodies interr'd in Churches may be 


Cb. III. burying in Churches. 45 
and Regard to the Health of his People; and thoſe 
Laws of God were grounded on the Foundation of 
Nature; which we are now to conſider. 

It cannot be denied that human Nature has a very 
great Power and Influence over its own Species, from 
the Identity of Nature, being alt of the fame Blood; 
nay, this Power of Nature is fo great, that a more 
healthy and ſtrong Conſtitution may communicate Health 
and Strength to another that is feeble (a) and weak; and 
daily Experience convinces us of this Operation of Nature: 
Neither is this a new Difcovery, for certainly this was 
the Caſe of David, who being decrepid and feeble, was 
cheriſhed by a Virgin that lay in his Boſom. () And 
of what Benefit a hall young wet Nurſe has been to 
2 conſumptive languiſhing Conſtitution many have 
happily experienced. 1 4. 
So in like Manner, every Perſon has the Law of 
Death and Power of Corruption in his Body alfo © 
Whence we find, that Perſons in a languiſhing con- 
ſumptive Condition, may, and do communicate that 
Corruption to others alſo with whom they converſez 
if their Natures be not ſtrong enough to withſtan 
and overcome the Infection. Thence we fee alfo, that 
young Children lying with Aged People look pale 
and wan, are ſickly and pine, becauſe the Aged draw 
from them their Heat and Vigour, and transfuſe into 
them the Decays of their Nature, and therefore that 
Cuſtom ought to be avoided as moſt pernicious to 
Children. ; ; | 

The Power and Influence of humane Bodies are 
great, not a on their own Species, but on other 
Bodies alſo ; for daily Experience tells us, that Coral 
or Amber wore on a Woman's Breaſt, looks more 
bright or dull, more vivid or languid, according to the 
different Degrees of her Health. 


(a Sydenham Chap. 4+ page 27. Ediiien of Pechy, 


Anno 1717. 


(b) r Kings i. 2. 
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The EfMluvia or Steams from our Bodies are conti- 
nually flowing, and hang in the Air about us, and. 
are communicated to others that are near us; and ac- 
cording as the Body is healthy or unhealthy, they are 
noxious or innoxious. And this, is the Foundation of 
all Contagious Diſtempers, ſuch as Plague, Small-Pox, 
Bloody-Flux, Itch, Spotted-Fever, and the like ; and 
the Effluvia from Perſons thus afflicted may be re- 
ceived by Healthy Perſons by the Noſtrils, by the 
Mouth, or the very Pores of the Body, and the 


very Diſtemper communicated by them. For | fays | 
(a) Dr. Quincy, “ When a Perſon is ill of a ma- 


« lignant Fever, as far as any Efffuvia do exhale from 
« that Perſon, ſo far he may be faid to have round 
c“ him a contagious and poiſonous Atmoſphere, be- 


cc cauſe there tranſpire from him ſuch Particles, as 
ec will excite in other Animals, of like Conſtitution, 


6 the ſame fermentative Motion, as thoſe to which 


cc they owe their Original. And this. is what is 
called CONTAGION ; For, according to 
Phyſicians (5) Contagion is a Defilement going forth 
from a ſick Body, whereby a like Sickneſs is com- 


municated to another Body that is qualified to receive 


the ſame. 

Whatever the Nature of that Defilement be, the 
Steam, the Effluvia, the (c) wary as Hippo 
crates calls them; the Scent, the Exhalations which 
proceed from infected Bodies, they are the Cauſe of 
the ſame Malady in other Bodies; for they are of the 
Nature of Ferment, and when received into the Blood 
ſet it in a Fermentation, and produce the fame Diſ- 
temper. | | | - | 


(a) Quincy's Cauſe and Cure of Peſtilential Diſeaſes, p. 51- 
Anno 1721. L455 oa Tra 
b Diemerb. de Peſtilen. Lib. 1. Cap. 10. Sect. 1. Con- 
tagium eſt inquiramentum ab Hgroto Corpore exiens, quo ſi- 
milis aſſectus alteri Corpori Analogo communicatur. 
(c Hippocrates Lib. de Flat. | 


And 


a & Wa ..: fa i 7: 
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Char. III. burying in Churches. 51 
And this Corruption, theſe EMuvia come forth from 
Bodies afflicted by inſenſible Perſpiration through the 
Pores of the Skin; and by Sweat, by Breath, Spittle, 
Excrements, Pus from Ulcers, and the like: And in 
like Manner are received by the Noftrils, the Breath, 
and the Pores of the Body. For, | fays Dr. (a) 
Hodges] the Peſtilential Miaſmara not only enter at 
the largeſt Paſſages, but alſo through the Pores of 
«, the Skin, even | to the whole nervous Syſtem, from 
«whence they are communicated to all other Parts.” 
This is plain, let a Man wipe his Hands in the fame 
Towel after another that has the Itch, the Diſtemper 
ſhall be communicated to him, as well as by lying in 
the ſame Sheets after him, or by being in Bed with 
him: Nay more, even the (5) Phtyſick may be 
communicated. - For the Leven of the Ulcer com- 
« municates its Malignity by the Breath and the Spittle, 
« which infe&ts the Lungs of ſound People, and diſ- 
« poſes them to an Abſceſs and an Ulcer; for which 
«Reaſon we find ſeveral People, eſpecially Married 
« Perſons, who give and receive this Diſcaſe from one 
another. And every one knows that a Bloody- 
Flux may be caught by going to Stool on that fame 

Place where eee of ſuch a Patient have 
been caſt in before; for all Excrements partake (c) of 
the good or bad State of Health of the Perſon: And 

that J verily believe was the Reaſon of the Divine 

Command among the Fes, Deut. Kxiii. 12, 13, 14. 

Don ſhalt have a Place alſo without the Camp, whither 

thom ſhalt go forth abroad, and thou ſhalt have a Paddle 

pon thy Weapon ; and it ſhall be, when thou wilt eaſe 
thyſelf abroad, thou ſhalt dig therewith, and ſhalt turn 

back, and cover that which came from thee. God cer- 


(a) Hodges of the Plague, p. 93. Quincy's Edition, Anno 


1721. 
(b) Biblio. Anatom. Vol. 2. pag. 63 5. | : 
(c) Excrementa Mg rorum cum ſint Contagioſa facile quaſlibet 
tranſeuntes inficiunt. Diemerbergr. Lib. 2. cap. 3. Sei. 5+ 
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xainly conſulted the Health of his People by this Or. 


dinance, and not meer Ceremonial Purity only, but 


he had a merciful Regard to their Health, that in & | 


hot a Country they might not infect each other by 
their Excrements. -And / ok that Command, and the 
inſtinct Law of Nature, the Antient Romans (a) en- 
joyned, that at all Times the Streets of their City 


| ſhould be kept clean, and that's the Reaſon that in 


Times of Infection our Phyſicians (6b) adviſe, and our 
Magiſtrates order a more than ordinary Care, to have 
Streets kept clean from all Excrements, Mixens, and 
other Nubuices 
But what I chiefly inſiſt on is, that this Corruption 
cauſ d by Diſtempers in human Bodies may, by theſe 
Effluvia, which have the Power (c) and Property of 
the Diſtempers in them, be carried through the Ar, 
and be conveyed to other. Perſons at ſome Diſtance, 
[though not (d) very great]. This is evident in E- 
pidemick Diſeaſes, and Times of Peſtilence, that even 
thoſe Perſons that ſhun the Sick, and avoid both their 
Houſes, and them that viſit them, and are careful of | 
their Preſervation, are notwithſtanding viſited : And 
whence 1s this ? but becauſe the Corruption hangs in 
(e) the Air, and is drawn into the Body by the Not 
trils, and then cauſe the Head-Ach firſt, and next, E- 
pilepfies, Convulſions, and the like, before the Dif- 
temper diſcovers itſelf; or elſe by the Mouth, and 
is ſwallowed down with the Spittle, and (F) then cauſe 


(a Lex Pampinii F. C. Ædiles non permittant, neque iu 

Inteas ſtercora, aut ſordes projici, neque Cadavera, neque Cer- 
dones pellium ſordes ab ſtergere. 

(55 Anno 1665, Advice of the College of Phi ſicians at Lon- 
don. Dr. Hodges, Page 206. | ; 

e Efluvia Corporum Peſte laborantium continent ipſam ma- 
ligni inquinamenti Peſtilentis proprietatem, ac potentiam. Di- 
emerb. Lib. 1. cap. 10. Sect. 1. 

(4 Dr. Mead on the Plague, Anno 1720. 
(e) Diemerbrook Lib. 1. cap. 10, 11. de Peſt. Dr. Mead. 

| Dr. Sydenham Se. 2. cap. 2. pag. 59. Edit. 1717. 
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Crap. III. burying in Churches. 32 


chat Nauſeouſneſs and Vomitings which diſcover-rhe 
Infection: And therefore, all Perſons, and thoſe e- 


ſpecially that tend, and come near the Sick are rightly 


adviſed to guard their Noſtrils, and by no Means to 
ſwallow their Spittle, but ſpit it out, left they ſwal- 
low that very Diſtemper others labour under, and re- 
ceive that Corruption, which may prejudice their Health, 


if not deſtroy their Lives. 


- There is a very. great Power in the Air to com- 
municate and ſet forward any Motion that is in it, or 
any Thing that hangs in it. This is generally illuſ- 
trated by a gentle Touch on the Trunk of a Tree 
not heard by thoſe that ſtand by, which notwith- 


ſtanding, gives a great Sound, and is eaſily heard by 


thoſe that are at the other End of the Tree through 
that ſolid Body 3 Or- elſe, by the Experience of the 


ſofteſt Whiſper conveyed by the hollow Surface of a 


long Gallery at a very great Diſtance: And alſo, b 

— Lutes being e to an equal Hegi d 
an Hundred, or more Feet aſunder; if any one be 
touch d, the other String that anſwers it ſhall ſpeak, 
though untouch d, only by the trembling of the Air. 
And if a Bit of Paper, or Chaff, be laid on a String, 
touch the String of the other Lute which anſwers to 
it, and it will thake and caſt off its Burden.  Whar 
inviſible Hand carries the Sound? In the ſame Man- 
ner, the Air communicates Diſtempers from one Body 
to another that is analogous, and of the ſame Conſti- 


tution; as we fee one bleare Eye cauſes another to 
tear, and fo the Paſſions of the Mind are likewiſe rai · 


ſed for a laſcivious Eye will ſtir up that fame Paſſion 
in another. 15 ET 

What ſtrange Effects do we ſee of Antipathy, or 
natural Repugnancy ? Some Men have a natural Aver. 
ſion to ſome Creatures, and how quick does it work 
upon them _ the Air, they that have an An- 
tipathy to Cats, how ſoon are they ſenſible of them, 


and ſurpriſed when they come near them, although 
they {ce them not, and they be lock'd up from them, 
That MY through 
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31 Fuperſtitiun another Reafon of Chap. III. 


throꝰ the Miaſmata, or Particles that g forth from the 
2 odd __ in ſhell s are ST in —— Scent; 


oo an . Nov n * may 
| ere Operation of Nature, this Anti- 
patfryz when perhaps, they themſelves may ſtartle, 


and Pix Bl chill (if they ſuffer not the ſame 


Things) at the Sight - of A! Spider, 4 Mouſe, 2 Snake, 
or a Toad. Ni bn 
alle bes- bee Hai ie as yet, eee Tring 


when the Infection is not arrived to the higheſt De- 


ob. Corruption or Fatality; but I come more 
rob Purpole, and: fay, that the Danger of In- 
Getionlis 


greater, when the Corruption proceeds 

fm DEAD © ODIES, when rhe Coruption is ar 
we-Ingheſt, and 'fatal.! Fe WEIS # aun. 

22 ̃ know! idiae- Dead Bodies do''nor pro- 

fently. fend forth any Effluvia, but I am very ſure it 


not long before they do, and when they _— 


_ arid ſtifik; thoſe Steems are fatal, and more or leſs 10, 
according to the Piſtemiper the Perſon dyed of. Di- 


emerbrook_'(a)..1s of Opinion, that a Body dead of the 

„While it is yer warm, is more infectious than 
. Wäg when hving, and illuſtrates it by a Candle, the 
Smiff of which 15 more offenſive when juſt blown 
otitothan when burning. And he adds, that the C ſe 
being quite cold is not infectious at all, but t 


when it corrupts, which is not long, the rafsGion 
giows much greater; and that is the Reaſon the Con- 


ragion | ſpreads ſo violent where the Funerals of the 
Dead are delayed: As (Y) Diodorus Siculus relates of 
Arhem, and as we have lately ſeen, "mo 1720, at 
Adm feill And (c) Dr. * tells us, that in the 


(a) ee de Peffes. 1 2. cup. 805 2. 
(5) Diodorus Siculus, Lib. 14. | | 


(0) Dr. Hodges's Loimologia, page 108. 
* TN laf 


Chr. III. Lurying in Churches. gs 
laſt Peſtilence at' ne Anh 16655 the very..Carcaſs 
ſes when dead would weep outs as it were, the mor: 
bous Ferment both through! the cutaneous Nee 
the lachrymal Ducts of IE Eyrs. 

Theſe Effluvia from the Dead nayually tend. to tot 
ſtroy the Life of others; and that is really the Rea- 
ſon Men naturally abhor the Sight or Touch of the 
Dead, the 4 of irit up is. afraid of à Dead 
Body, and has an Abhorrence of it; for a Dead: Body 
has a Scent, which is the Steam that comes from it, 
which is very diſagrecable to Life, and that even of 
the pureſt Corps; but muſt be dangerous wang ns the 
Body labour d under any violent eng wy 
this natural Fear, humane Fleſh being dea ſcems to 
be much colder to our Touch or any other Fleſh 
whatever, nay, even colder than Ice itſelf. 3 nay more 

though a Dead humane Body be warmed before the · 


Te yet at our Touch we Nall perceive it cold ; ad, T9 


roceeds from a natural Terrour we have, our 
rits- 2 ying from its greateſt Enemy Death, and . 
ſome Corruption fatal might be communicated from the 
Dead to us. 

. Theſe Effluvia of Dead Bodies, being received, cauſe! 
an Infection, and upon the Infection the Spirit is 
ſcared, ſtarts back and hides, itſelf, but ſtrikes a Ter- 
ror on the Imagination, which: conſtantly worlts, and 
too often falls under the Burden of the Apprehenſion, 
and by fearing of Danger falls into Danger: And 
hence it is (4). that the moſt couragious and bold, in 
Times of Epidemick Diſtempers and Peſtilences eſcape, 
while the timerous and fearſul fall an ay Prey 0. the 
Contagion. ts 

Powerful is the "or AE. ERA the Efluvia 5 the 
Dead haye. upon the Living ſor inſtance, a Woman 
an a be Hux of the done, Ldpeck it en 


© (a) Sranermus: Lü ds Peſt R170! 37-2: 
Diemerbnook Lib. 1. Cap. 8. Se#. 9, 10. 


the 


9 


56 Superſtition another Reaſon of Clap. III. 
the World: If another Woman at the Time of her 
Purgation come near that Dead Body, Nature being 


» 
* 


open, ſhe may receive ſuch an Infectiofl from her, 
namely, a continual Flux of Blood that ſhall bring 
her to her Grave: Nay, a Woman fitting over the 
Grave (chou covered and cloſed up) where ſuch a 
Woman was buried may receive (Nature being open) 
the Infection; and if ber Conſtitution be ſo ſtrong 
as to reſiſt the Poiſon from working that Way, it may 
cauſe a contrary Evil; namely, a perpetual Stoppage, 
and thence Convulſions, Epilepſies, Vapours; Barrens 
14 neſs, Miſcarriages, and Apoplexies. And I am per- 
14 ſwaded, that was a principal Reaſon why-Gad prohi- 
17 why Go bited Women at thoſe I imes to come into the Con- 
: gregation, that they ſhould not infect one another; 
\þ a nee Page 12. And whence is it that ſo many Wo- 
gon poten men among us grow fick and faint in the Churches; 
ec nor ſo 1 from any Indiſpoſition of their own, but 
Et Solous from the Stenches they meet with there which have 
Mos os that Effect upon them, which work by the ſecrer 
ae Way of Nature, although not perceptible by the Noſ- 
wy trils. | | 

| Truly, the Stenches of Dead Bodies; when they 
og to corrupt, are exceeding hurtful to the Health 
the Living, and deſtructive of Life too. And that. 

I verily beheve was the principal Reaſon why God 
would not ſuffer any Perſon that was executed to con- 
tinue unburied, Deut. xxi. Verſes 22, 23: If a Man 
have committed a Sin worthy of Death, aud he be to be 
put to Death, and thou hang him upon a Tree, his Body 
ſhall not remain all Night upon the Tree, but thou ſhalt 
in any wiſe bury him that Day ( for he that is hanged is 
accurſed of God) that thy Land be not defiled. God 

L mercifully conſidered, that the Dead Bodies might ſoon 
corrupt in ſo hot a Country; God knew the ſecret 

Powers of Nature, and his infinite Wiſdom underſtood 

that that Corruption might be of fatal Conſequence to 
the Living, and therefore, in Compaſſion to the Liv- 
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ing he would prevent an Miſchief” that ”y ht Def 
[A from the "Dead: FR BY 


'How very contrary to cds tlie x ans 1 
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Chriſtians, of HANGING7OPFENDEt 
in CHAT NS, to drop fror te Gillows,: Al 
J heartily wiſh, that our Govemouts;” (and with 12 
good Manners” and Reſpect to them, and due 
rence to ther high” Station be it poke 6. Keikifs 
wiſh; that they wonld be pleaſed to con ider of: What - 
bad Conſequence: this is, or may pps 
How man) Perſons, clpecially Women with Chit, 
Bord been ſcared and ft urprized at ſuch Spectaclęs; 4 41 
how many have miſcarried throug R. the aborgituble 

Scent they have received paſſing 150 e Places where 
Malefactors hang. And of $A ad Conſequertced it 
might be, ſhould God viſit this Land wit 5 
mick Diſtempers; -- or Peſtilence, When through the 
Corruption of the Air, almoſt every Malady. t 
peſtilential, arid every feetid Stink receives the Pollan 
and becomes the Infection of the Plague. (ay: ; 

As for the End to deter others from the Offences 
if the Execution do not that, qd wilt the Hang 
ing in Chains 3 and Ex perience k as talight us, th. 
hardned Sinners hive made 2 Joke of thoſe hanged up; 
and have not dqubted wo, to rob under the Gal- 
lows, or even of dreſſing the Gallo ws in Molitning. 
But ys ask Pardon for this Digreſſiqn, - ard returt to 00 
. 1 26 e 10 251 

= the EManid FR Stenches. Roi Dad Bodjes* are 

10 infections, and 'of fach fatal Conſtq quences when iti 


che open Air, it IS an ca VNlattef to Fea whar they 
muſt be in Chiiifches on Chi urch- Var Where gre 
Numbers are” buried proniit cuduſſy of all Sorts G Die 
dempers 3 a may aer E fins as hardly bold to- 


(a) Mindererus de Peſte, C4 
' Diemerbrook Lib. 1. C. 6. Seff. 5 | 
DOSES Edition,” 17277 Bare 26 WY 
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58 Superſtition another Reaſon of Cray. III. 


gether, and are not cloſe enough to contain. the Pur- 
A Bodies, as I have too often, ſeen, even 


ere buried. But eſpecially what muſt 


n in Churches which are ſeldom open'd, and 


where no Air can blow. through to Gee the Va- 


that continually ariſe from the Graves. “ For 


| (good Peſtilential Particles are diſperſed N by Winds is 


“ moſt (a) certain, tha that are up there- 
«fore, and ſuffer d t os 3 in the 
te Churches, certainly ptr be, at leaſt, may be of 
moſt fatal Conſequences.” And that is certainly the 
Reaſon why Phyſicians adviſe, (6) “ That in Time 
« of Peſtilence they ſhould not bury in Churches, 
& and that Churches ſhould be firſt mache beſorc 
60 the en e aſſemble. 


yoni” fu ON FEC c alem 


It it be id; That there can 1 be no ſuch Danger 
bf Infection, be becauſe the Pavements in Churches are 
laid cloſe again, and that great Tomb Stones will pre- 
vent ſuch iffluvia or 9 to ariſe. I take Leave 
to anſwer, that upon Examination, this Objection has 
no Force in it, and indeed is nothing at all. 


For, Firſt, It is e chat the Pavements can F 
be made good again preſently, for the Earth is gene- 


rally let alone awhile to ſagg or ſettle, as the Work- 
Men expreſs i T and if the * be ramm'd down, 
it muſt rake up ſome Time before it be cloſed : And 
if we conſider, that Bodies are generally kept four, 
five, or more Days before they are buried, they muſt 
needs be in full Ferment, and at the Heighth of Cor- 
ruption before the Pavement can be encloſed upon 


them. 


(a) 2 Page 209. | 
(b) College of Fh cians at Lender: "ok 7665. 
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Wherein a 
pened again for another Corpſe after a Month or er. 


Chur. It. © burying 6 in Churches.” 11 FF 
But — white Graves are open in in Churches, 


| are there no Steems from other Corpſes formerly bu- 


rtied there, beſicles thoſe to 255 fired, that may 
ariſe, and Jo pr judicial. An ſuppoſe a Grave, 
of a Peſtilence Was laid, be o- 


may not the ppening of ſuch a Grave be the Occa- 


fon of c e a Dreadful Contagion, as may 
to | 


prove fatal houfands of People. 
What amazing Inſtances do we find in Hiſtory, of 
Vanlts that have been open'd, and peſtilential Stenches 
that have ſuddenly killed the Wor and all that 
were near within the Reach of the Deſtroying Blaſt; 


how Air penn 'd up in ſuch Places, ler looſe has burfß 


forth with Violence, and carried Death along with it 
wherever it came. Hiſtorians (4) have given us 
moſt melancholy. Accounts of this Kind ; but not de- | 
ſigning to fwell. theſe Pages, I refer to the Authors: 
And hence it is, that in Places infected with Peſti- 
lence the Churches are often ſhut up, and Divine Ser- 
vice neglected, for Fear of the i from the 
Effluvia ariſing from the Graves: And the Danger of the 
Contagion muſt neceſſarily be greater in our Churches, 
than thoſe in Popiſh CON becauſe their Churches 


are at all Times fur by Incenſe, and Lamps con- 


burning, . in ſome Degree, deſtroy 
de YE which our ne have not. 


SF Diemerhrock de Pefte Lib. 2. Cap. 3. Se. 12, & 
ct. 20. . 


Ambroſius Pareus Lib. 10: Cap. 13. 
Sabellicus Lib. 9. En. 5. 

Jo. Wolfius Tom. 1. Lett. Memorial. Cent. 10. 
Agricola de Peſte, Lib. 1. 

Aramianus Marcellinus Hif. 73. 
Trincavellz Lib. 3. Concil. 17. 


Quincy's Eſſay, P. 12, 13. 


1 69 Supr ſition. aha Reaſon, Rc. Crap. Ul. 
| 2 Again, I. further, anſwer, that it is, a, Miſtake, that 
ir. io any Payements, or \Tpmb-Siones;, can pee ent any. Ef. 
3 * ia or Stenches from aſcending ere js no Stone 
14 * ſo cloſe but has A cc for thoſe 
Exhalations ; wimneb the hardeſt Marble, giving, or 
Thing out. 15 Wark exhers Pay: A og comes 
a that Vapour * Whence does it ariſe ? s not cer- 

teinly t Weh the, Tiles, or Roofs of Churches, or 
( wo Jet through ſeveral Stories 1 in Houſes 1 in dry Weather; > ' NO» 
v it aſcends from the Earth, it riſes "13h the Ground, 
Ger and comes. e the Pores of. the Stone, and ſuch 
. Fre it I ok Or 10 impure, as the Nature of ſuch a Soil 


La 


5 ! Co. 957 is, led with Dead: Bodies, which dyed. of 


orts of Diem ers. 
e Temb-stone lad in 15 River ak de ſoked through, 
ügh it well ngt like, a Els 8 py Pores e- 


e hardeſt] 5 5 Wil imbibe 8 ond the hard- 


3 Ti for. 4e to. rhn through, © for. 1 90 
le 4 Steets, an a 19; f £xha e ed cron 8 
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CET e 
= CONCLL USTON. 


7 AV L N 852 theiefore n Ther the 
e|BURYING of the DEAD in 
13 CHURCHES! and CHURCH. 
Fae YARDS may be prejudicial to the 
LIVING, and Experience having 
ewn chat it has been ſo; nay more, ſince it is cer»: 
| tain, that the Practice is contrary to all Nations in the 
d- World, is of late Invention, begun t pron, ee im- 
zh, proved by) Superſtition, aud encouraged fo And. 
= ſnce it is moſt certain alſo, that it can be of no Ser- 
18, vice in. the. Adminiſtration of Holy Things, no Ad- 
1 vantage to Prayer, no Benefit to Preaching, no Ad- 
dition to the Sacraments: In a Word, no deres in 
the World can be expected from it, but only 
Inconveniences may be feared, it is moſt humbly #3 de 
to the CONSIDERATION of. our SUPE- 
= 'RIO URS, Whether it might not be proper, tor 
the Good of Mankind, that Burial-Places be appointed 
. abroad from Cities and Towns, and the N 
Churches aud Church-Jurde be utterly forbid. oy 
For, if there be no Danger in the Pratitioe, whe 
do Phyſicians, in Time of Infection, diſwade People: 
om burying there, and from living in Houſes near 
adjoyning. to CO Yan (a) and even from.go-; 
ing through Church-Yards, for Fear of Infection? 
And if there be that PO is it not 2 to 
re ir we eke 
(a) Zoar a * Antient Phyſec cian bas laid down this Rule. 
Peſſimum eſt tempore Peſtis habitare in locis Mortuorum 
Monumentis propinquis. Diemerb. Lib. 2. Cap. 3. Seck. 12. 
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. The Concluſion. 


GOD grant E Plc gon Send pa 


never come near this Land, May infinite Goodn 
this Nation in Health wer Proſperity. But is 

it not equally incumbent on our GOVERNOURS 

(with all due Reſpect be it offer d) to prevent, at 


kaſt, to endeavour to prevent other Sickneſſes at e | 


as to prevent that moſt Terrible one from bei ht 
to us from Abroad. WE have Reaſon oben thank 
ful for che good Care of His M AJE STY, fi 
inthe ft Act of Parliament, for 3 th C 

tagion of the Peſtilence, bearing Date; Feb. 10, 1720. 
=o it nat be in ſome Degree beneficial, thar 


Funerab-Phces Maa whence n Miſchief | 


— ay be buried wich BE fads De- 
ney and Rites, wicht the ſame 
jn ether Grounds, a in Church- Ve and Ohurches. 
_ — find, that in greater Cities cas London, ' where 
has forced them to look for 
N — ſtom the Town, there i n Scruple of 
burying in them, and by an Act of Parliament, ſuch 
2 Practice might rend and made univerſal by 
_ univerſal Good. 4:05 
As Funeral Pcs are not to be night” che { per- 
y, ſo neither ate they to be contemned. (a) 


Thoſe Gentiles that deſpiſed a Decent Puneral ſeemed 


to have ſhook off Humanity. There was neither good 
Senſe nor Prudence in the Anſwer of - Theodorus the 


Phitoſopher to Lyſimacſuu, who had threatned to hang 
him. — ays he, your Noble Men with Hanging. 


Fer ir in all one to me, "whether I rot in the Ar, or in 
the Ground. And Diogenes his Expreſſion was little 


better; That he car d not if the wild Be s ſhould eat 
him: Nor that of Auaragoras, That he valued wor | 
bow, or where he was Paved, for rhe Way to Hell is 


equally near ro all Commtries. 
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40 a) Hoornbeeck. Pag. N | 


The 


and Grandeur 


Places 


The We 
The Scrip cures tell us, That it is a judgment 


2 Decent Funeral; (a) and the L 
Tunes 8 
Decealed 7 


* 
mitive Cult braved wing — @): p with 


the Con of a Grave: For Ainutius Raliv d 
(e) ce We Rar no Hurt: from any -Graye, ; but Ae 
« to N the moſt Antient and moſt Decint Cuſ- 
« tom of Burials; but if we cannot obtain that, we 
« Chriſtians ſhould joyn with A4onica (f) the Mo- 
« ther of St. Auſtin, who. dying out of her Cow 
« charged her Children not to be uncafy Aout her 
« Body, but to bw ir whae- they could, for no 
00 Plack is. far from God; and no Fear but God will 
« find me 40, raiſe. me at the laſt Day.” 
Conſecrating of Grounds for Burial is not of 
amiquity. All the firſt Chriſtians, for Four Tun d 
Vears at the leaſt, were buried in Burial-Places of the 
ſeyeral Nations where they dwelt, at leaſt, not in 
Grounds ſer apart in ſo ſolemn a Manner; and in this 
Land there was no Conſecration till the Days of St. 
David, Archbiſhop of Mienen, who is faid to have 
lived 145 Years, and introduced that en here. 


(a) Eccl. vi. er. v. 25. vii. 11. Jer. viii. 
(b) Val. 27 ft. = 2 | 4 
Val. Max. Lib. 5. . 
(c) Nec tumulum Curo Keel Natura relifos, 
Ne boſtes quidem Sepulturam invident. 
(d) Auguſt. Civit. Dei, Lib. 1. _ 12. | 
(e) In Octavio, Anno 220. | 
(F) Auguſt. Conf. Lib. 9. Cap. 11. Nibil inquit longe eft a. . 
Deo, neq; timendum eft, ne ille agneſcat in fine ſeculi unde me 
reſuſcit & Anno 309: at bona in wha 
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64 The Conclafio: 


44) And 1 am perſwaded no one believes thoſe pfimi- 
tive Chriſtians to have ſuffer d either in Regard to God 
or Man for their Interrment. But becauſe we Chri- 
ſtians have Hope of a glorious Reſurrection from the 
Duſt of the Earth, I muſt acknowledge, that the ſe- 
ting Grounds fot Burial-Places in ſo folemn a Man- 
ner, by Prayer, is a Jaudable Cuſtom: (5) But J muſt 
at the fame Time fay, they might be conſecrated as 
well for that Purpoſe tou from inhabited Places as 
within them. Son 
As for Objections; there can be none of ſuch Mo. 
ment as can balance with the Benefit of Life and Health, 
and therefore, I moſt humbly offer what has been faid 
to the Confideration of our SUPE RIOURS. 


216): Avi dne "OY Amtiq. pag. 2 7 
6) Auguſt. Cura Pro Mort. C. 3. Pe dem Reſeeir 
| "his uendam. ; 

. Prudentius, 2 Luidnam. bi ſaxa es . 
1 „ 7 pulchra volunt Monumenta ? 
EL, "7; Me quod ves creditur illis, 
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